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A Morning Prayer 


By Lucilda A. Newton 
* phil, 2:5; 4:8 


LORD, renew in me today 
A mind to please Thee well, 
That seeks not high things, but doth 
choose 
In lowliness to dwell. 


Thy mind, O Christ, which for my sin 
Led Thee to Calvary, 

Impart to me today, I pray, 
That I may live for Thee. 


Help me to think on all things pure, 
Things honest, lovely, true, 

Since in myself, O Lord, I fail, 
Thy mind in me renew. 


w 


The Best Wine Last 


Always something bettey ahead! 
That is, for the Christian. But can we 
expect this to be true in every realm 
of life—the physical, material, and spir- 
itual? No, for God does not promise to 
exempt believers from all infirmities of 


, the flesh, financial problems, and other 


trials which are a part of this life on 
earth. Under the old dispensation those 
who obeyed Him could look for health, 
strength, long life, and a good measure 
of material prosperity; but that is not 
So in this dispensation of grace. There 
is no question that obedience to God 


in every detail of life predisposes one to 
better health, sounder judgment, and 
smore endurance; but it is not a guar- 
antee against hardship. Christians’ 
houses catch fire and are broken into 
by thieves; many are injured, some are 
killed in automobile and plane crashes; 
they have rheumatism and broken bones 
and have to pay big bills for medicine, 
X rays, to hospitals and doctors, just 
like other people. They grow old, too, 
and their strength fails. But for one 
who is walking with God, things can 
and should get better and better in the 
spiritual realm. There he too may 
count on that promise to Israel, “I will 

. do better unto you than at your 
beginnings: and ye shall know that I 
am the Lord” (Ezek. 36:11); or this 
other one, “And even to your old age 
I am he; and even to hoar hairs will 
I carry you: I have made, and I will 
bear; even I will carry, and will de- 
liver you” (Isa, 46:4). In the miracle 
at Cana there is a parable for all of us. 
After the Lord Jesus turned the water 
into wine, the ruler of the feast said 
to the bridegroom, “Every man at the 
beginning doth set forth good wine; and 
when men have well drunk, then that 
which is worse: but thou, hast kept the 
good wine until now” (John 2:10). It 
is no use trying to find heart satisfac- 
tion in the best that men can set before 


us; but God promises to quench the 
thirst and satisfy the hunger of all who 
come to Him, and we may always ex- 
pect to receive greater spiritual riches 
from’ His gracious hand. ¢ Indeed, the 
comfort of the Scriptures becomes more 
welcome as trials increase, its light 
shines brighter in the darkness; we go 
more willingly to our knees in prayer 
when anguish strikes us to the heart; 
Christian friends become more precious 
as worldly friends drop away; His grace 
is magnified as our weakness and in- 
firmities increase; losses of loved Ones 
and goods cut one tie after another that 
bind us to this earth, and make us ready 
to go to Heaven at any time; and the 
colossal perplexities and dangers in the 
world make us really love His appear- 
ing. Whatever forces us to draw near to 
God and increases our relish for the Bible 
and prayer is good for our spirits. So, 
while the flesh fails, the spirit should 
grow stronger. In the things of the 
Spirit we may indeed see that “the path 
of the just is as the shining light, that 
shineth more and more unto the perfect 


day” (Prov. 4:18). Then we may say 
with Rabbi Ben Ezra in Browning’s 
poem: 


Grow old along with me! 
The best is yet to be, 
The last of life, for which the first 
was made. 
Our times are in His hand. 


The Secret of Contentment | 


By the Rev. Donald Macpherson, Johannesburg, South Africa 


HROUGH another’s inexcusable 
negligence, Fanny Crosby, the 
famous hymn writer, became blind 


at the age of six weeks. Naturally 
enough, a tragedy it, was called. At an 
early age, fully conscious of the impli- 








Comfort for Dark Days 








“Why art thou cast down, O my 
soul? and why art thou disquieted 
within me? hope in God: for I 
shall yet praise him, who is the 
health of my countenance, and my 
God” (Psa, 43:5). 











cations of her handicap, this is what she 
wrote: 

Oh, what a happy soul am I; although I 

cannot see, 

I am resolved that in this world, con- 

ténted I shall be. 

How many blessings I enjoy, that other 

people don't! 

To weep and sigh because I'm blind, I 

cannot and I won't! 

What was the secret of this quite re- 
markable attitude towards her lot? Un- 
doubtedly her ability to be able to say 
with Paul the apostle, “I have learned, 
in whatsoever state I am, therewith to 
be content” (Phil. 4:11); or, to put it 
into other words, “I have been initiated 
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into the secret of contentment under all 
circumstances.” How different are so 
many of us—we complain, we grumble, 
we are so ungrateful and covetous; in 
short, we are thoroughly discontented. 
Contentment is a blessing, an experi- 
ence the whole world is feverishly 


seeking, and which few have found.” 


Paul found it. It is most likely that 
he enjoyed a cultured upbringing in the 
lap of luxury; and yet from Nero’s 
prison, seemingly deprived of every- 
thing, he radiantly declared that he was 
contented. Yes, Paul found content- 
ment, and you, too, can be initiated ‘nto 
its secret. It consists in: 
I. CONFIDENCE IN THE PURPOSE OF GOD 


There can never be real contentment 
without a sense of security. . Many 
think security comes from having and 
getting—good bank balances and gilt- 
edged investments. Yet so many having 
such are the sorry captives of fear and 
worry. Paul lost all his material secur- 
ity, but not his contentment, because 
he had real security—confidence in the 
unfailing purpose of God controlling his 
life. 

Concerning present circumstances he 
could confidently say, “All things work 
together for good to them that love 
God.” Where he could not trace the 
reason for what was being done, he was 
prepared to trust the One above who 
was doing it. Just as we don’t judge 
a parcel by its outside wrapper, Paul 
neyer allowed the wrapping paper of 
circumstances to deprive him*of the: 
blessing from God it carried. So many 
so concern themselves with the wrap- 
ping that they fail to discover the gift. 
A father was filling his son’s arms with 
all sorts of things as they unloaded the 
car on return from holiday. A friend, 
seeing the goods pile up above the lad’s 
head, whispered, “Isn’t your dad piling 
on too much?” “My father knows how 
much I can carry,” was-the ready reply. 
To know that brings contentment. 

Concerning future uncertainties Paul 
unhesitatingly declares, “My God shall 
supply all your need according to his 
riches in glogy by Christ Jesus” (Phil. 
4:19). In other words, while not know- 
ing what the future held, he was never- 
theless contented, because he knew the 
One who held the future, and He had 
guaranteed to supply every material, 
every physical, and every spiritual need. 
No wonder he was contented, resting 
on such a promise. ‘ 

Is this for me, do you ask? Before 
you can have confidence in the unfail- 
ing purpose of God, you must have 
yielded your life to the unconditional 
control of God. 

But something else is necessary for 
contentment. 

II. A CONSCIOUSNESS OF THE PRESENCE 

OF CHRIST 


The most wonderful experience in life 
is the friendship of Christ, and it con- 
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stitutes the second indispensable ingre- 
dient of contentment. This is how Paul 
put it, “I can do all things through 
Christ which strengtheneth me” (Phil. 
4:13). To put it in another way, he said, 
‘I am strong for all things in Christ, 
who constantly pours strength into me.” 
Because, Christ, the Master of every 
situation, was his constant companion, 
he was: without fear or anxiety—he was 
perfectly contented. After an air raid 
in England, a volunteer helper saw an 
elderly lady examining the ruins of her 
little cottage. There was neither panic 
nor self-pity. Impressed by this, he 


February 1, 1958 


asked the reason. “It’s Jesus,” she said, 
“How I’ve proved Him—I couldn't do 
without Him! My husband was in a 
mental home for sixteen years, I have 
buried eleven children, and now I have 
been bombed—yet He is still with me, 
and I couldn’t do without Him.” 

Nor can you or I, friend, if we want 
to know the secret of contentment. But 
you cannot know Him as_ unfailing 
friend until you know Him as personal 
Saviour. Here is His invitation, “Be- 
hold, I stand at the door, and knock: if 
any man hear my voice, and open the 
door, I will come in” (Rev. 3:20), 


Notes ON OPEN LETTERS 


Why Is Dan Omitted 


in Revelation 7? , 


While with a group of church peo- 
ple Christmas Eve, the question came 
up when one asked why, in Revela- 
tion 7, it speaks of “the tribe of 
Joseph” but omits the tribe of Dan. 

Frankly, it had most of us stunned. 
I personally had never realized Dan 
was among the missing or that 
“Joseph” was named when there was 
no tribe of Joseph by that name.—A 
Florida reader. 

It is generally agreed that the name 
of the tribe of Dan was omitted from 
Revelation 7:4-8 because Dan was the 
first of the tribes to apostatize, 

Referring to Judges 17 and 18, Dr. 
William L. Pettingill wrote: “See how 
the tribe of Dan departed from God, 
departed from their own country, and 
set up a religion of their own, which 
was a system of idolatry. This may be 
the reason for Dan’s exclusion from the 
list of the sealed remnant in Revelatidn 
7.” (From “Bible Questions Answered,” 1 
page 432.) 

“We find this striking fact in the 
book of Judges,” wrote Dr, H. A. Iron- 
side; “it was the tribe of Dan that first 
established idolatry in Israel as a tribal 
affair. -Some have drawn from this the 
conclusion that the last form of idolatry 
will come out of the same tribe, but 
this, of course, is simply speculation.” 
(From “What’s the Answer?”2 pages 
129, 130.) 

Jamieson, Fausset and Brown agree 
that a reason for the omission of Dan 


is “its having been the first to lapse into’ 


idolatry (Judges 18); for which ‘Ephraim’ 
also (cf. Judges 17; Hos, 4:17) is omitted, 
and Joseph substituted. Long before, 
the Hebrews say (Grotius), it was re- 
duced to the one family of Hussim, 
which perished subsequently in the wars 
before Ezra’s time. Hence it is omitted, 
1 Chronicles 4:8, Dan’s small numbers 
are joined to Naphtali’s, whose brother 





1 Dunham Publishing Co., Findlay, Ohio, $4. 
2 Out of print. ‘ 


he was by the same mother (Bengel). 
The twelve times 12,000 sealed ones of 
Israel, who resist antichrist’s idolatry, 
are the nucleus of transfigured human- 
ity (Auberlen), to which the elect are 
joined, ‘a multitude which no man could 
number,’ v. 9 (the church of Jews and 
Gentiles indiscriminately, in whieh the 
Gentiles are predominant, Luke 21:24. 
‘Tribes’ (‘kindreds’) implies that believ- 
ing Israelites are in this countless multi- 
tude). Both are in Heaven, yet ruling 
over the earth, as ministers of blessing 
to its inhabitants; whilst upon earth the 
world of nations is added to the king- 
dom of Israel. The twelve apostles stand 
at the head of the whole. The upper 
and the lower congregation, though dis- 
tinct, are intimately associated.” 

Matthew Henry agrees with other 
writers as to the reason for*the omis- 
sion of Dan from the list in Revelation 
7 (“perhaps because they were greatly 
addicted to idolatry”). . 

Both Dr. Pettingill and Dr. Ironside 
believed that, in the light of Genesis 
49:16, 17, the tribe of Dan will finally 
be restored to its place, 

Dr. Pettingill calls attention to the 
fact that “the tribe of Joseph is the same 
as the tribe of Ephraim. Joseph was 
Ephraim’s father, and there were two 
half tribes in his family, namely, 
Ephraim and Manasseh; so Ephraim is 
not left out, but appears in the list under 
the name of Joseph.” 

Those who have access to the Com- 
panion Bible (Oxford) will be interested 
to see a table (Appendix 45) giving 
twenty different lists of the twelve 
tribes in different orders and groupings. 
These are found in Genesis, Exodus, 
Numbers, Deuteronomy, Joshua, Judges, 
1 Chronicles, Ezekiel, and Revelation 7. 


bd 


God has accepted the believer in His 
Son who died for him. He has not 
only forgiven him, but . . He has 
given him, as personal and perpetual 
indweller, His own eternal Spirit, the 
Spirit of His Son.—Bishop Moule. 
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IV. Train Your Children To Believe That You Know Best 


By JOHN CHARLES RYLE, D.D. 


Cultivate in them a habit of faith 





easily drawn aside, and their at- 

tention lost; and every possible 
means should be used to counteract 
this. I do not like to see them coming 
to church by themselves; they often get 
into bad company by the way, and so 
learn more evil on the Lord’s Day than 
in all the rest of the week. Neither do 
I like to see what I call “a young peo- 
ple’s corner” in a church. They often 
catch habits of inattention and irrev- 
erence there which takes years to un- 
learn, if ever they are unlearned at all. 
What I like to see is a whole family 
sitting together, old and young, side by 
side—men, women, and children—serv- 
ing God according to their households. 

But there are some who say that it is 
useless to urge children to attend 
means of grace, because they cannot un- 
derstand them. 

I would not have you listen to such 
reasoning. I find no such doctrine in 
the Old Testament. When Moses goes 
before Pharaoh (Exod. 10:9) I observe 
he says, “We will go with our young 
and with our old, with our sons and 
with our daughters .. . for we must 
hold a feast unto the Lord.” When 
Joshua read the Law (Josh, 8:35) I 
observe, “There was not a word... 
which Joshua read not before all the 
congregation of Israel, with the women, 
and the little ones, and the strangers 
that were conversant among them.” 
“Thrice in the year,” says Exodus 34:23, 
“shall all your menchildren appear be- 
fore the Lord God, the God of Israel.” 
And when I turn to the New Testament, 
I find children mentioned there, as par- 
taking in public acts of religion, as well 
as in the Old. When Paul was leaving 
the disciples at Tyre for the last time, 
I find it said (Acts 21:5), “They all 
brought us on our way, with wives and. 
children, till we were out of the city: 
and we kneeled down on the shore, and 
prayed.” 

When They Do Not Understand 

Samuel, in the days of his childhood, 
appears to have ministered unto the 
Lord some time before he really knew 
Him. First Samuel 3:7, “Samuel did 
not yet know the Lord, neither was the 
word of the Lord yet revealed unto 
him.” The apostles themselves do not 
seem to have understood all that our 
Lord said at the time that it was spoken; 
thus, John 12:16, “These things under- 
stood not his disciples at the first: but 
when Jesus was glorified, then remem- 
bered they that these ‘things were writ- 
ten of him.” 

Parents, comfort your minds with 


Te minds of young people are 


. 
Must children always be given a 
reason for everything they are asked 
to do? Dr. Ryle thought not, and 
in this fourth installment of the 
series on child training he states his 
case very strongly, supporting it 
with Scriptural examples. In this 
article also will be found the be- 
ginning of the section on obedience, 
which will be continued in the fifth 
article next week. There will be 
eight articles in the series. 








these examples. Be not cast down be- 
cause your children see not the full 
value of the means of grace now. Only 
train them up to a habit of regular at- 
tendante. Set it before their minds as 
a high, holy, and solemn duty, and be- 
lieve me, the day will very likely come 
when they will bless you for your deed. 
8. Train them to a habit of faith. 


I mean by this, you should train them 
up to believe what you say. You should 
try to make them feel confidence in 
your judgment, and respect your opin- 
ions, as better than their own. You 
should accustom them to think that, 
when you say a thing is bad for them, 
it must be bad, and when you say it is 
good for them, it must be good; that 
your knowledge, in short, is better than 
their own, and that they may rely im- 
plicitly on your word. Teach them to 
feel that what they know not now they 
will probably know hereafter, and to be 
satisfied there is a reason and a 
needs-be for everything you require 
them to do. 

Who indeed can describe the blessed- 
ness of a real spirit of faith? Or rather, 
who can tell the misery that unbelief 
has brought upon the world? Unbelief 
made Eve eat the forbidden fruit; she 
doubted the truth of God’s Word, “Thou 
shalt surely die.” Unbelief made the 
old world reject Noah’s warning, and 
so perish in sin. Unbeljef kept. Israel 
in the wilderness—it was the bar that 
kept them from entering the Promised 
Land. Unbelief made the Jews crucify 
the Lord of Glory—they believed not 
the voice of Moses and the prophets, 
though read to them every day. And 
unbelief is the reigning sin of man’s 
heart down to this very hour—un- 
belief in God’s promises—unbelief in 
God’s_ threatenings—unbelief in our 
own sinfulness—unbelief in our own 
danger—unbelief in everything that 
runs counter to the pride and worldli- 
ness of our evil hearts. Reader, you 
train your children to little purpose if 
you do not train them to a habit of 
implicit faith—faith in their parents’ 


word, confidence that what their parents 
say must be right. 

I have heard it said by some, that 
you should require nothing of children 
which they cannot understand; that you 
should explain and give a reason for 
everything you desire them to do. I 
warn you solemnly against such a 
notion. I tell you plainly, I think it 
an unsound and rotten principle. No 
doubt it is absurd to make a mystery 
of everything you do, and there are 
many things which it is well to explain 
to children, in order that they may see 
that they are reasonable and wise. But 
to bring them up with the idea that 
they must take nothing on trust—that 
they, with their weak and imperfect 
understandings, must have the “why” 
and “wherefore” made clear to them at 
every step they take—this is indeed a 
fearful mistake, and likely to have the 
worst effect on their minds. 


Never Forget He Is But a Child 


Reason with your child if you are so 
disposed, at certain times, but never 
forget to keep him in mind (if you 
really love him) that he is but a child 
after all; that he thinks as a child, he 
understands as a child, and therefore 
must not expect to know the reason 
of everything at once. 

Set before him the example of Isaac, 
in the day when Abraham took him to 
offer him on Mount Moriah. Genesis 22. 
He asked his father that single ques- 
tion, “Where is the lamb for a burnt- 
offering?” ‘And he got no answer but 
this, “God will provide himself a lamb.” 
How, or where, or whence, or in what 
manner, or by what means—all this 
Isaac was not told; but the answer was 
enough. He believed that it would be 
well, because his father said so, and he 
was content, 

Tell your children, too, that we must 
all be learners in our beginnings—that 
there is an alphabet to be mastered in 
every kind of knowledge—that the best 
horse in the world had need once to be 
broken—that a day will come when they 
will see the wisdom of all your training. 
But in the meantime, if you say a thing 
is right, it must be enough for them— 
they must believe you, and be céntent. 

Brethren, if any point in training is 
important, it is this. I charge you by 
the affection you have to your children, 
use every means to train them up to a 
habit of faith. 

9. Train them to a habit of obedience. 


This is an object which it is worth 
any labor to attain. No habit, I suspect, 
has such an influence over our lives as 
this. Parents, determine to make your 
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children obey you, théugh it may 
cost you much trouble, and_ cost 


them many tears. Let there be no 
questioning, and reasoning, and disput- 
ing, and delaying, and answering again. 
When you give them a command, let 
them see plainly that you will have it 
done. 

Obedience is the only reality. It is 
faith visible, faith acting, and faith in-’ 
carnate. It is the test of real disciple- 
ship among the Lord’s people. “Ye are 
my friends, if ye do whatsoever I com- 
mand you” (John 15:14). It ought to 
be the mark of well-trained children 
that they do whatsoever their parents 
command them. Where, indeed, is the 
honor which the Fifth Commandment 
enjoins, if fathers and mothers are not 
obeyed, cheerfully, willingly, and at 
once? 

Early obedience has all Scripture on 
its side. It is said in Abraham’s praise, 
not merely he will train his family, but 
“he will command his children and his 


“Double for Her Sins” 
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household after him” (Gen. 18:19). It 
is said of the Lord Jesus Christ Him- 
self, that when he was young “he was 
subject unto” Mary and and Joseph 
(Luke 2:51). Observe how implicitly 
Joseph obeyed the order of his father 
Jacob (Gen. 37:13). See how Isaiah 
speaks of it as an evil thing when “the 
child shall behave himself proudly 
against the ancient” (Isa. 3:5). Mark 
how the Apostle Paul names disobe- 
dience to parents as one of the bad signs 
of “the latter days (2 Tim. 3:2). Mark 
how he singles out this grace as one 
that should adorn a Christian minister— 
a bishop must be “one that ruleth well 
his own house, having his children in 
subjection with all gravity.” And again, 
“Let the deacons .. . rule their children 
and their own houses well” (1 Tim. 3: 
4, 12). And again, an elder must be 
one “having faithful children not ac 
cused of riot or unruly” (Titus 1:6). 
(Fo be continued) 


Is Israel to receive double judgment or double grace? 


| ie ISAIAH 40:2 we read of Israel,/“She 


hath received of the Lord’s hand — 


double for all her sins.” With the first 
two verses of this chapter, Isaiah leaves 
the theme of condemnation and judg- 
ment which constitute the first thirty- 
nine chapters, and now turns to the 
theme of the last twenty-seven chapters 
—redemption from sin and captivity. 
The word “double” has provoked much 
thought and comment. Double what? 
Double judgment? Double grace? 

Neither interpretation satisfies the de- 
mands of the context, or of the con- 
gruity of Scripture. Of a score of 
commentaries referred to, all offered 
arguments in favor of one view or the 
other, but several admitted difficulty, 
and some were exceedingly farfetched. 

If double judgment is meant, the occa- 
sion of the message would hardly be 
a time of rejoicing and comfort, “Com- 
fort my people, for their warfare is 
accomplished” (v. 1). Furthermore, 
God’s punishment for sin is always equal 
to the sin, neither more nor less. Double 
judgment would not be in the character 
of Ged, and is not found in any other 
place in the Bible. 

What double judgment had Israel re- 
ceived? Punishment for sin had been 
clearly set forth in the Law, and if the 
captivity in Babylon is referred to, the 
precise time of seventy years had been 
foretold, Jeremiah 25:11, 12; 29:10; 


Daniel 9:2. There is no interpretation 
that will allow a meaning of double 
judgment. 


By THOMAS H. HUBBARD 


Double grace? Since when has it 
been necessary for God to double His 
grace, which is marvelous, matchless, 
infinite? If it were conceivable that a 
single portion of grace might not cover 
some of the greater sins, then a double 
portion might be necessary. But the 
Word of God is definite, “My grace is 
sufficient for thée.” 

The difficulty lies in an unfortunate 
use of a word usually meaning to us 
“twice as much” for the word meaning 
“to fold.” If I take a piece of paper 
and fold it, I have doubled it. The He- 
brew word “kaphal,” here translated 
“double,” may also be correctly trans- 
lated “fold.” The same word is used 
in Exodus 26:9, “And [thou] shalt 
double [fold] the sixth curtain in the 
forefront of the tabernacle.” 

There are many word pictures in 
Greek and Hebrew which open up a 
wealth of precious truth to the seeking 
heart. “Kaphal” or “double” is one of 
these words, and refers to a custom 
that is still practiced in some portions 
of the Near East.1 

Consider first a poor man. In the 
days of Isaiah, a person sometimes 
found himself in debt and without a 
possible means of paying the debt. If 
the man could not pay the bill, he could 
be bound into slavery. Whether man 





1I first learned of this custom several years 
ago from that wonderful expositor, Dr. H. A. 
Ironside, who mentions it in his book, “Ex- 
pository Notes on the Prophet Isaiah” (Loi- 
zeaux Bros., Inc., New York 10; $3). 
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or woman, whether the debt was due to 
sickness or Jaziness, that debt must be 
satisfied in some way, 

Consider now a rich man. Even as 
in our modern-day churches, so also in 
the Jewish synagogues were found men 
who loved to make a show of spiritual 
life. These were the same type as those 
whom Christ took to task for praying 
long prayers on the streets to be seen 
and noted as very spiritual men. They 
loved to have the plaudits of others, 
and they wore broad borders on their 
clothing to denote that they had at- 
tained a certain degree of righteousness. 
Christ described them in Matthew 6 as 
those who disfigured their faces and 
were of sad countenance when fasting, 
that they could be seen of all men to 
fast. They loved to make a great show 
of casting their money into the Temple 
treasury so that all men could hear the 
tinkling of the coins. They were quick 
to perform any act of religion or charity 
that might attract the notice and praise 
of others, 

Of course, the charity of all rich men 
is not motivated by pride, but in all 
cases there must be the ability to give, 
and the willingness to give. A mis- 
sionary to the Jewish people tells me 
that they are among the most charitable 
people in the nation. 

Now, we have the picture of two men, 
one in poverty and one charitable. The 
man who was destitute had only one 
recourse—to throw himself on _ the 
mercy of others. The person to whom 
the money was owed must give notice 
in writing that the bill was due and 
payable. The debtor could take this 
bill and nai] it to his door or in a pub- 
lic place in the street for all to see, a 
testimony that he could not pay. 

A passing rich man, or a kinsman, 
who had the ability and the willing- 
ness to pay it, would fold the bill once 
and write his own name on it. This 
denoted that he had, in charity, as- 
sumed the debt of his bankrupt fellow 
man. 

Imagine the joy of the debtor when 
he found that his bill had been folded 
—“doubled.” He would run quickly to 
the creditor and show him the doubled 
bill and the name of the generous per- 
son. This name was as good as money, 
and was payment in full. 

Do you see the marvelous allegory in 
this custom? It is a beautiful] illustra- 
tion of the work of Christ in paying 
the debt of the poor, lost, bankrupt 
sinner. The penalty of that debt is far 
more than slavery or jail, it is eternal 
living death in the lake of fire. The 
only hope for that sinner is to cast. him- 
self on the mercy of God, openly con- 
fessing that the debt is far more than 
he is able to pay. And he will find 
that the bill of his debt of sin has been 
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‘ 
“doubled” by Christ, and across it is 
written, “Jesus paid it all.” 
“Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, 
and cry unto her, that her warfare is 
accomplished, that her iniquity is par- 
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doned: for she hath received of the 
Lord’s hand [the] double for all her 
sins.” The bill of indebtedness has been 
folded and is paid in full, once for all. 


GRANVILLE, OHIO, 


Where Students Sought To Know God's Will 


The IVCF Convention at Urbana, Illinois 


WAS finishing my supper in the 

dining car of the train on the way 
to Urbana when a handsome, clean-cut 
young naval officer approached my table 
and addressed me by name. He told 
me that he had heard me speak at a 
meeting of the Inter-Varsity Christian 
Fellowship chapter at his college three 
years before, and he went on to tell 
how he had accepted the Lord and how 
wonderful had been the experience of 
leading souls to the Lord, first in his 
fraternity and later in the Navy. 

I asked him what he planned to do 
after he came out of the Navy in a few 
months’ time. “That’s what I am going 
to Urbana for,” he replied. “I want 
to find God’s will for life and whether 
He wants me on the mission field.” 

“That’s what I am going to Urbana 
for.” 

The phrase came back to mind again 
and again as I vainly sought for sleep 
in my berth on the train and as I pic- 
tured hundreds and hundreds of stu- 
dents traveling by every means and 
converging on Urbana from every point 
of the compass. What an opportunity; 
what a responsibility for those who had 
some share in the leadership and min- 
istry of the conference! 

It was in 1946 that the IVCF of 
Canada and the U.S.A. held the first 
united missionary conference in To- 
ronto and were gratified to see six hun- 
dred students attend and ‘catch the 
vision of the world mission of the 
Church. The next missionary confer- 
ence was planned for a more central 
location, the University of Illinois, at 
Urbana, and the event soon became an 
institution. The Fifth International 
Student Missionary Convention has just 
been held—December’ 27-31. It is held 
every three years to give every student 
an opportunity to attend once in _ his 
student life, and the attendance and 
influence of it have steadily increased. 
It is impossible to measure its impact, 
but I have spoken to many on the mis- 
sion field and in the homeland who 
have described how God met them de- 
cisively in previous years and who, as 
a result of that experience, are now 
Serving the Lord in the uttermost parts. 

For months people throughout the 
world had prayed as plans began to 
take shape for “Urbana 1957.” We 


f 


By ERIC FIFE 
of the IVCF Staff 


prayed and hoped for 2,500 registrations. 
As the time drew near the latest figure 
of registration was posted daily on a 
board in the Missionary Department of 
IVCF headquarters. As the total 
mounted, so did the excitement and the 
sense of thankfulness to God. When 
we arrived at Urbana we were thrilled 
to learn that the actual figure was 3,486, 
including 200 missionaries, IVCF staff, 
and speakers. They were coming from 
as far afield as British Columbia and 
representing Christian schools and sem- 
inaries as well as secular colleges, in- 
cluding all branches of education— 
medicine and agriculture, engineering 
and journalism, teaching, business, and 
the like. 

But facts and stastistics cannot de- 
scribe the inspiration of 3,300 eager 
young voices joining in the music of 
triumph and dedication under the lead- 
ership-of the Rev.. Raymond McAfee, 
nor the quiet earnestness with which 
they: responded to the call of the Lord 
for service overseas. 

The principal speakers were Dr. Don- 
ald ,G. Barnhouse, pastor of the Tenth 
Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia; Dr. 
Billy Graham; Dr. Harold Ockenga, 
pastor of the Park Street Church, Bos- 
ton; and Dr. Kenneth.Strachan, general 
director of the Latin America Mission; 
with two special guest speakers from 
overseas, the Rev. Israel Garcia of Costa 
Rica, and Dr. Masumi Toyotome of 
Japan. The first meeting each day was 
the Bible study given by Dr. Barnhouse, 
and it was followed by. a message on 
missionary needs and qualifications, 
given alternately by Dr. Strachan and 
Mr. Garcia, who is an evangelist of the 
Latin America Mission. For the last 
session each morning the student body 
was divided into 280 groups for Bible 
study. © 

A period of one and one-half hours 
each afternoon was devoted to personal 
interviews, augmented by innumerable 
mealtime conversations. At four o’clock 
came the special seminars. Each of 
these had its team of missionary special- 
ists and full quota of questions and 
answers and advice; the only commod- 
ity in short supply was time. Some 
of the seminars were concerned with 
vocational subjects, such a literature, 
teaching, and general missionary work, 
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and others” with various geographic 
areas. The seminars made a very great 
contribution to the conference. 

A number of specialized groups at- 
tended and had sessions of their own 
within the general framework of the 
conference. Three hundred and fifty 
doctors and medical students attended 
sessions arranged by the Christian Med- 
ical Society. The Nurses Christian Fel- 
lowship reported good sessions with 234 
nurses in attendance; and 575 students 
from Christian schools and seminaries 
attended one session arranged by the 
Student Foreign Missions Fellowship. 

Each evening the already large con- 
gregation was swelled by an influx of 
people from the Urbana vicinity. Ad- 
dresses were given by Drs. Ockenga, 
Toyotome, and Billy Graham, and for 
some meetings the 6,900 capacity of the 
gymnasium was taxed to its limits. The 
final meetings of the day were the 
prayer groups in dormitories, led by 
missionaries, IVCF staff, and college 
graduates who were associated with 
IVCF in their student days. 

At the opening meeting of the con- 
vention C, Stacey Woods, the general 
secretary of IVCF, welcomed the dele- 
gates and commented upon the won- 
derful way in which God had answered 
prayer by sending such a huge crowd; 
but he voiced the fear that the very 
size of the convention, with its intricate 
and smooth-running organization, might 
make it difficult to hear the voice of 
God. 

But God did speak and thousands 
heard and many responded. He spoke 
through the big meetings and gifted 
preachers, through the small Bible study 
groups and personal interviews, on the 
first evening and at the closing Com- 
munion service. Some testified to hav- 
ing received Christ as Saviour; nearly 
three hundred indicated that God had 
called them to foreign service for Him 
and they responded to the call;-and 1,200 
signed missionary decision cards to in- 
dicate that whether God calls to serv- 
ice at home or abroad, they recognize 
His claim upon their lives and pledge 
themselves to fulfill their responsibility 
for the mission of the Church of Christ. 

Many and varied are the impressions 
of these crowded days, but none more 
satisfying than the Communion service 
that closed both the convention and the 
year 1957. The setting was the barn- 
like gymnasium, the seats were the un- 
comfortable bleachers; but, as the Rev. 
Donald MacLennan of Canada presided 
over the congregation numbering 3,500 
in the final act of worship and dedica- 
tion, the reverence was that of a Gothic 
cathedral, 

As the ushers (one-third of them mis- 
sionaries, one-third guests from over- 
seas, one-third IVCF staff) distributed 
the bread and the cup, the silence was 

(Continued on page 91) 
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LESSON 7. FEBRUARY 16. THE PREACHING MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH 


Luke 4:42, 43; 5:1- - Romans 10:14-17; 1 Corinthians 1:18-31,; Ephesians 3:7-19; printed text, Romans 10:14-17, 
Ephesians 3:7-19 


Golden Text.—So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.—Rom. 10:17 


THe Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Rom. 10:14 How then shall they call on him in whom 
they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him 
of whom they ‘have not heard? and how shall they hear 
without a preacher? 

15 And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as 
it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach 
the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things! 

16 But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Esaias 
saith, Lord, who hath believed our report? 

17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 
word of God. 

Eph, 3:7 Whereof I was made a minister, according to 
the gift of the grace of God given unto me by the effectual 
working of his power. 

8 Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is 
this grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles 
the unsearchable riches of Christ; 

9 And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the 
mystery, which from the beginning’ of the world hath been 
hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ: 

10 To the intent that now unto the principalities and 


& b 


Verse by Verse 


‘The Lesson as a Whole 


powers in heavenly places might be known by the church 
the manifold wisdom of God, 

11 According to the eternal purpose which he purposed 
in Christ Jesus our Lord: 

12 In whom we have boldness and access with confidence 
by the faith of him. 

13 Wherefore I desire that ye faint not at my tribulations 
for you, which is your glory. 

14 For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, 

15 Of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is 
named, 

16 That he would grant you, according to the riches of 
his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in 
the inner man; 

17 That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, 
being rooted and grounded in love, 

18 May be able to comprehend with all saints what is 
the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; 

19 And to know the love of Christ, Which passeth knowl- 
edge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God 
Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 


pel—“unsearchable riches.” Paul was 


By J. C. Macaulay, D.D, 


Approach to the Lesson 
NE of our most serious difficulties 
O is that our sights are not lifted 
high enough. Therefore we have 
a low and inadequate view of things. 

The Apostle Paul was not scourged 
with this defect. Many believe that he 
was afflicted with a disease of the eyes, 
but that was only in the physical realm, 
not the spiritual. 

When he looked at his ministry, he 
saw it not as something which he had 
chosen, even with unselfish motives 
such as to save souls or glorify God. 
It was a divine commission, a grace be- 
stowed, 

When he looked at his particular mis- 
sion, it was not a little independent 
work contributing to the general good, 
but an operation directly planned by 
God in line with, and as part of, a vast, 
eternal, divine purpose, cosmic in its 
scope, 

When he looked at the Gospel he had 
to preach, it was something more than 
an insurance policy. It offered such 
wealth of grace and glory as had never 
dawned upon human imagination, so 


that his language is rich with meaning 
as he defines the blessings of salvation. 

This lesson should be a lesson in sight- 
raising. Here we are indeed among the 
hills of God, 


Rom. 10: 14.—“How then shall they call 
...+ not believed ... believe... not 
heard ... hear without a preacher?” 
These questions follow from the great 
declaration of verse 13. The answer to 
each of the questions is, “They cannot.” 


Verse 15.—“. .. preach ...sent... 
beautiful ... feet... that... bring 
glad tidings ...!” It is a pity that the 
series of questions is broken by a verse 
div:sion, making it easy for this fourth 
and vital question to be ignored. The 
rest of the verse is a free quotation from 
Isaiah 52:7, 

Verse 16.—*“, . . not all Obeyed ... 
who hath believed our report?” A sent 
preacher is no guarantee that the 
hearers will hearken. As the ‘prophets 
to Israel met with adamant unbelief, so 
will the evangelist of the New Testa- 
ment. 

Verse 17.—“, . . faith ... by hearing 

. hearing by the word of God.” Whilé 
hearing does not guarantee belief, it is 
the normal means of inducing it. For 
“word of God” the A.S.V. has “word of 
Christ,” indicating the word concerning 
Christ. 

Eph. 3:8.—“. . 
of all saints... 
among the Gentiles . 
is used in the sense of “privilege.” 
Notice Paul’s éstimate of himself, 
heightening the sense of privilege. Over 
against that see his estimate of the Gos- 


. less than the least 
grace given ... preach 
.’, “Grace” here 


peculiarly the apostle of the Gentiles 
(Gal. 2:7-9). 

Verse 9.—“. . . the fellowship of the 
mystery ...hid in God...” For “fel- 
lowship” the A.S.V. has “dispensation.” 
The Greek word gives us our word 
“economy.” It is God’s total method of 
distributing the benefits of the “mys- 
tery” defined in verse 6. 

Verse 10.—“. principalities and 
powers in heavenly places .. . the 
manifold wisdom of God.” The “prin- 
cipalities and powers” here are doubt- 
less the holy angels, since the other ref- 
erences to “the heavenly places” (or 
heavenlies) in this book are related to 
the holy things (1:3, 20; 2:6). 

Verse 11.—“. .. 

. in Christ Jesus our Lord.” “Eternal” 
may ee either the fact that the 
purpose waS established in eternity, 
“before all worlds,” or that it covers all 
the ages from eternity to eternity. Both 
are true, 

Verse 12.—“. . . boldness and access 
with confidence by the faith of him.” 
“The faith of him” doubtless refers to 
the faith we exercise in Christ rather 
than faith which we exercise. It is 
through faith in Him that we have this 
boldness and confidence in coming to 
God. 

Verse 13.—“, . . faint not at my tribu 
lations . . . your glory.” The tribula 
tions of Paul as a prisoner were for the 


the eternal purpose | 
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Lesson for February 16 


sake of the Church, and actually ad- 
vanced the Gospel rather than hindering 
it (Phil. 1:12-20). 

Verse 14.—“. .. I bow my knees unto 
the Father...” “For this cause” looks 
back to the fact that Paul was a min- 
ister of the “mystery” to the Gentiles. 
He therefore prays for their enlighten- 
ment. The best manuscripts omit “of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

Verse 15.—“, . . the whole family ... 
is named.” The A.S.V. reads, “every 
family,” and the absence of the article 
in the Greek would, in all strictness, 
call for this. Moule, however, attributes 
the want of the article to a less strict 
usage in the New Testament, and favors 
the K.J.V. 

Verse 16—“. . . riches of his glory 

. Strengthened ... by his Spirit in 
the inner man.” Physical strength 
comes by food, exercise, and the like, 
but spiritual strength is through the in- 
ward operation of the Holy Spirit. 

Verse 17.—“‘That Christ may dwell in 
your hearts . . . rooted and grounded 
..- The “dwelling” here speaks of 
permanent abode. Note the two figures 
—“rooted” from the organic world, and 
“grounded” from fhe craft of building. 

Verse 18.—“. . . comprehend . . , the 
breadth, and length, and depth, and 
height.” As a tree needs a deep root 
to spread branches and a building a 
solid foundation to rise high, so we need 
spiritual strength to reach out to the 
large dimensions of the love of Christ. 

Verse 19.—“. . know the love of 
Christ, which passeth knowledge ... 
filled with all the fulness of God.” We 
cannot know the love of Christ to ex- 
haustion, but we can enter into an ex- 
periential knowledge of it. As God is 
full of all graces in His infinite being, 
so we in our finite capacity can be made 
full from Him. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Ministry becomes meaningful as we 
See it in relation to the total purpose 
of, God. This is what gave such vast 
pPportions to the ministry of Paul. 

In the first place, he knew that he 
had not just chosen a career. He had 
been made a minister by God’s appoint- 
ment and the inner workings of God’s 
Spirit (Eph. 3:7). 

In the second place, he had not chosen 
a particular branch of the ministry, 
based on personal preference or oppor- 
tunities for advance. His special sphere 
of ministry, as apostle of the Gentiles, 
was given to him by God. It was a 
grace bestowed (v. 8). 

In the third place, he had no uncer- 
tainty as to the character of this min- 
istry. It involved a “mystery”—a plan 
of God’s own devising, which had been 
God’s secret in past ages, but had now 
been brought to light, that a new body of 
Saints should be formed, consisting of 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
6. February 9.—The Teaching Minis- 
try of the Church. Acts 8:26-38; 
1 Timothy 4:6-16; 2 Timothy 2:1, 2; 3:10-17 
Next Week's Lesson 
8. February 23.—The Church at Wor- 
ship. Matthew 18:19, 20; John 
4:23, 24; Acts 1:12-14; Colossians 3:12-17 








Jews and Gentiles on equal footing 
(v. 6). 

In the fourth place, he perceived in 
this ministry of his a divine intention 
with respect to higher intelligences, 
whom he designates “principalities and 
powers.” To them God is revealing 
Himself, and the unfolding of the “mys- 
tery” was a revelation to them of the 
many-sided wisdom of God (v. 10). The 
work of redemption, then, goes back to 
this, that God must be revealed. 

In the fifth place, Paul saw that the 
ministry committed to him was in keep- 
ing with, and part of, one vast purpose 
of God, conceived in eternity, covering 
the whole range of divine activity “from 
eternity to eternity,” and all to be re- 
alized in and through the Lord Jesus 
Christ (v. 11). What gtandeur this be- 
stows even upon the humblest minis- 
try! 

In the sixth place, the apostle had a 
clear vision of the “unsearchable riches 
of Christ” as they affected the individual 
believer; so he regarded it as part of 
his ministry to pray that the saints 
should enter into those riches in keep- 
ing with the divine intention. What a 
concept of the Christian life is here! 
An inner strength wrought by the Holy 








Questions les Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HAT order of evangelism does 
Paul present to us in Romans 10: 
14, 15? 

2. What Old Testament passage does 
Paul quote to indicate the blessedness 
of the evangelist? 

3. To what Old Testament passage 
does Paul refer in speaking of the un- 
belief of some who hear? 

4. How does Paul use the word 
“grace” in Ephesians 3:8? 

5. What is a “mystery” 
Testament sense? 

6. To what “mystery” was Paul refer- 
ring in Ephesians 3:9? 

7. Who are spectators of God’s work 
in building His Church? 

8. What is the secret of the Christian's 
inward strength? 

9. What is the thought in the word 
“dwell” in Ephesians 3:17? 

10. What remarkable paradox do we 
find in our Ephesian portion? 


(Answers on page 89) 
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Spirit, the heart made Christ’s perma- 
nent residence, the mind enlarged to 
apprehend the vast dimensions of the di- 
vine love, experiential knowledge of 
the knowledge-surpassing love of Christ, 
and a fullness possessing our finite be- 
ing corresponding ,to that which fills 
God’s infinite being (vs, 16-19). 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The order of faith (Rom. 10: 14-17) 

2. The order of preaching (Eph, 3:7-11) 
3. The order of prayer (vs. 14-19) 


Topics for Development 

Riches. One year, at the Canadian 
Keswick Conference, the late Dr. R. V. . 
Bingham gave a series of morning talks 
on the Riches of God. He discussed 
them in three “denominations.” They 
were the riches of His goodness (Rom. 
2:4), the riches of His grace (Eph. 1:7), 
and the riches of His glory (Eph, 3:16). 
The riches of His goodness he regarded 
as the common good which God bestows 
on all men in providence, including 
abundant provision and a staying of 
judgment. The riches of His grace Dr. 
Bingham related to salvation, “redemp- 
tion through his blood, the forgiveness 
of sins.” The riches of His glory were 
then regarded as the blessing of the 
more abundant life, enumerated for us 
in Paul’s wonderful prayer. So every 
man knows the riches of God’s goodness. 
Every Christian knows the riches of His 
grace. But some Christians (too few, 
alas!) go on to know the riches of His 
glory. Paul preached “the unsearchable 
riches of Christ.” But just as the be- 
yond-knowledge love of Christ is for us 
to know, so the unsearchable riches of 
Christ are for us to discover and enjoy. 

Heavenly Places. Four times in the 
Epistle to the Ephesians we come upon 
this phrase, “heavenly places” (or, more 
literally, heavenlies). In 1:3 we are 
told that we are blessed with “all spir- 
itual blessings” in the heavenlies. In 
1:20 we see Christ seated at God’s 
right hand in the heavenlies. In 2:6 
we are seated together in the heaven- 
lies in Christ Jesus. And in our les- 
son portion (3:10) the principalities 
and powers in the heavenlies are spec- 
tators of the manifestation of God’s wis- 
dom in the church. Thus we have: 

1. Blessings in the heavenlies 

2. Exaltation in the heavenlies 

3. Fellowship in the heavenlies 

4. Revelation in the heavenlies 
The blessings are the portion of be- 
lievers; the exaltation belongs to Christ; 
the fellowship is that of the saints in 
their union with Christ; and the revela- 
tion is given to angelic beings. It is 
not easy to define the heavenlies. We 
ought not to think of them in a geo- 
graphical sense. They are rather a 
realm of divine operation, in which we 
may know “every spiritual blessjng” 
even while we are geographically in this 
world. Angelic beings are looking on 
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and beholding God’s operation in His 
Church, 


Practical Applications 

If you are wondering whether you are 
one of the elect, call on the name of 
the Lord and you will soon know (Rom. 
10:13). 

Many affirm that they are not “sent” 
(Rom. 10:15) who never have stopped 
long enough in God’s presence to hear 
Him say, “Whom shall I send, and 
who will go for us?” and to answer, 
“Here am I; send me” (Isa. 6:8). 

God’s “mystery” is an open secret. 
Are you helping to pass it on? 

See yourself in the eternal purpose 
of God, and all of life will take on new 
meaning. 

Paul’s prayer represents God’s inten- 
tion for you. Test yourself by it, then 
set yourself toward that goal, and make 
Paul’s prayer yours—both for yourself 
and for others, 


Golden Text 

Rom. 10:17.—“. . . faith .. . hearing 
..+ hearing by the word of God.” It is 
not hearing the philosophies of men or 
the ‘opinions of scholars that induces 
faith, but hearing the Word of God. 
See that you hear the Word of God, and 
that you give it to others, for your own 
faith and their faith. 

ELMuurRST, ILL, 

4 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SUGGESTED HYMNS 
“Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven” 
“We Have Heard the Joyful Sound” 
“Rescue the Perishing”’ 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
Heavenly Father, we thank Thee for 
letting us live where the Gospel is 
known, the Bible taught, and the Chris- 
tian Church a great power for good. 
For ministers and teachers who have 
helped us, we thank Thee. Give Thy 
Church all needed messengers to get the 
Gospel to ali people. Help us to do our 
part to tell others the story of a Sav- 
iour’s love and to send out Thy mes- 
sengers wherever they are needed. Use 
Our own pastor and prosper the work 
of our home and overseas missionaries 
that everywhere many shall turn to 
Christ. Remember the sad and trou- 
bled, the sick and the handicapped with 
the help they each most need. Give 
peace in our time and bring men every- 
where to see their need of Thee and to 
be willing to make Christ their Lord 
and Saviour. Forgive us our sins and 
help us to be faithful to our Lord, 
through whom we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Our lesson asks a 
very important question: “How shall 
they, hear without a preacher?” Both 
the written message and the living mes- 
senger are needed to get the Christian 
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Gospel out. When the Ethiopian states- 
man read Isaiah in his chariot, he had 
the written Word of God, but he needed 
a preacher’s help. So God brought 
Philip to him and the story says he 
“preached unto him Jesus” (Acts 8:35). 
The next thing was that the Ethiopian 
became a Christian. Today the world 
needs preachers of the Gospel to give 
the message to each new generation in 
lands where Christianity is known. 
Preachers are also needed to take it 
where it is not known. 

Some preachers give full time to 
Christian work and are supported by 
the church. Usually they are ordained, 
or set apart for their work. The usual 
way of showing they are ordained is 
to put the adjective Reverend before 
their name. This simply means we 





revere, hold in respect, such messengers 
WRITTEN ESSAGE 


THE LIVING SENGER 
BOTH ARE NEEDED 











of God because they speak for Him. In 
writing or speaking of an ordained min- 
ister, or in addressing a letter to him, 
Reverend is used; but in speaking to 
him, it is incorrect to call him Rever- 
end, though it is commonly done. It is 
better to call him Doctor, if he has the 
degree, or just Mister, Pastor, or 
Brother. : 

Then there are lay preachers. They 
support themselves but give of their 
leisure time to preach the Gospel. Some 
lay preachers give excellent sermons 
and are often in the pulpit. But you 
do not have to be a public speaker to 
be a lay preacher. In the first perse- 
cution of the early church the Chris4 
tians “were gll scattered abroad... 
except the apostles” (Acts 8:1). The 
full-time preachers stayed and faced the 
danger, but rank-and-file Christians 
rightly fled to protect their families. But 
“they that were scattered abroad went 
every where preaching the word,” we 
are told (Acts 8:4). They just retold 
the Gospel message to any who would 
listen, and many were converted. You 
can do that sort of preaching, and when 
more Christians do it, many more will 
be saved, 

Caucary, ALTA., CAN, 


The Busy Men’s Corner 


By Tom M. Olson 


“How then shall they call on him in 
whom they have not believed?” (Rom. 
10:14.)—The “call” of this verse must 
not be limited to the call of the sinner 
for salvation from the judgment of God 
against his sins, for it actually embraces 
the prayer life of the believer, 

‘The Prophet Samuel said; “I will call 
unto the Lord, and he shal] send thun- 
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der and rain .. .” (1 Sam. 12:17). King 
David said, ‘I will call on the Lord, who 
is worthy to be praised” (2 Sam, 22:4). 
The Lord said to Jeremiah, “Call unto 
me, and I will answer thee .. .” (Jer. 
33:3). (See also 1 Cor. 1:2; 2 Tim 2: 
22; 1 Pet. 1:17.) 

There are people who read and repeat 
prayers and do it without believing that 
God “is, and that he is a rewarder of 
them that diligently seek him.” The 
repeating of “vain repetitions” requires 
no faith. But a person who “in every 
thing by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving” makes his requests known 
te God, could not carry on without im- 
plicitly believing that God is, and that 
He loves, cares, and always “does the 
best for those who leave the choice with 
Him.” 

When a child was asked why she 
prayed, she replied: “Because I know 
God hears me, and I love to pray to 
Him.” “But how do you know He hears 
you?” was the further inquiry. Putting 
her small hand to her heart, she said, 
“I know He-does, because there is some- 
thing here that tells me so!” She be- 
lieved with her heart. 


“And how shall they preach, except 
they be sent?” (Rom. 10:15.)—God is a 
God of order. He does everything in an 
orderly fashion. Salvation is not an ex- 
ception to the rule. The usual method 
used in leading a person to call upon 
God is outlined in verses 13 to 15. There 
is the divinely sent preacher who 
preaches “the gospel of peace,” and 
brings “glad tidings of good things.” 
Then those who hear and believe the 
message “call upon the name of the 
Lord.” 

This, to me, does not mean, as a cer- 
tain cult is dogmatically asserting to- 
day, that it is absolutely necessary for 
a sinner to hear:the voice of a profes- 
sional preacher in order to be saved. 

It is a sin to limit “the Holy One of 
Israel.” He is sovereign and supreme. 
If He wishes to convert a sinner directly, 
as He did in the case of Saul of Tarsus 
(Acts 9), who will dare say “Nay” ip 
Him? And His servant Peter, inspired 
by the Holy Spirit, informs wives that 
their disobedient husbands “may with- 
out the word be won by the conversa- 
tion [or lives] of the wives” (1 Pet. 3:1). 

I know a man who was saved while 
silently reading the Holy Scriptures in 
a public library. And who has not 
heard of persons being saved through 
parents, guardians, teachers, doctors, 
nurses, et al.? 

“How beautiful are the feet of them 
that preach psychology, sociology, psy- 
chiatry, metaphysics, evolution?” No! 
To have beautiful feet in the estimation 
of the Lord—not necessarily of the 
chiropodist—one must preach “the gos- 
pel of peace” and carry “glad tidings 
of good things.” It is not the contour 
of the feet which the Lord considers, 
but their use. Hence physically de- 
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formed feet, or even artificial feet, can 
be termed “beautiful,” if they are used 
to carry the divinely sent preacher to 
people who need the Gospel of Christ. 


“ . . faith cometh by hearing, and 
hearing by the word of God” (Rom, 10: 
17).—There must be a report, a message 
to believe. In brief, that report is: 
“Christ died for our sins .. . was buried, 
and . . . rose again the third day” (1 
Cor. 15:4). If this is heard with the 
ears of the heart, so to speak, faith 
comes. One takes God at His word. 
“Heareth,” “believeth,” “hath,” is the 
order mentioned in John 5:24, 


“ .. that I should preach .. , the 
unsearchable riches of Christ” (Eph. 
3:8).—By the grace and power of God, 
Paul “was made a minister” of the Gos- 
pel (Col. 1:23); and of “the mystery” 
concerning Christ and the Church (Col. 
1:26). What should a minister preach? 
The peculiar tenets of the denomination 
to which he belongs? No! He should 


. preach the Gospel to the unsaved, and 


“the unsearchable riches of Christ” 
(Eph, 3:8) to the saved. 

What a happy and holy privilege it 
is to speak of all the. wealth that is in 
Christ for believers! 

There is a TV program entitled “I’ve 
Got a Secret!” Every minister follow- 
ing in the footsteps of the Apostle Paul 
should be able to say: “I have a secret, 
which from the beginning of the world 
hath been hid in God.” And He should 
be able to say: “That secret has been 
revealed to the initiated. God is no 
longer dealing with one nation on the 
principle of law; but is visiting the Gen- 
tile nations, in grace, and is taking out 
of them “a people for his name.” That 
“people” constitutes the one body, the 
Church, of which Christ is the head, 

Wawona, CALIF, 

we 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, let it be understood at 

the start that the great business of 
the Church is preaching the Gospei, the 
threefold object of which is to win souls 
to Jesus Christ, develop them in His 
likeness, and train them for His serv- 
ice. When God created man He gave 
him a tongue to use in passing on to 
others an idea, and He attached ears 
to man’s head to receive the idea thus 
expressed. He also supplied the “Idea,” 
which is the good news about salvation. 
It is a perfect plan to redeem lost sin- 
hers and transform them from. lives of 
sin and misery into the happiness of 
the Christian ,life. This is what is 
termed the Preaching Ministry of the 
Church, 

But, fellows, God’s plan breaks down 
because of human weakness and failure 
to co-operate. The human tongues and 
the human ears fai] to function. The 
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poor sinner is lost because he does not 
believe the blessed truth, and he cannot 
believe unless he hears it; and he can- 
not hear it unless it is preached; and it 
cannot be preached unless a preacher 
is provided—or sent. But the preach- 
ing is provided' in large measure, and 
yet multitudes of souls are lost. Why? 
Because they do not go to church to 
hear the preaching. Even some church 
members—many of them—stay away 
from the church service, and they grow 
weak spiritually for the ‘lack of the 
nourishment which preaching the Gos- 
pel provides. You may not be fond of 
the preacher, may even dislike him, but 
you cannot afford to miss the special 
blessing that God promises to those who 
attend upon the preaching of His Word. 

When Jesus was a boy of twelve He 
accompanied His mother and Joseph to 
the Passover feast at Jerusalem, and “as 
his custom was,” says Luke 4:16, He al- 
ways attended service at the synagogue 
on the Sabbath Day. Surely, if the Son 
of God felt the need of going to church, 
you and I cannot afford to miss it. 

Make it the habit of your life, fellows, 
to be in your place when there is a 
preaching service in your church, for 
that is not only your duty but your 
very great privilege, 

WEAVERVILLE, N. C, 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ET us sing all the songs and say all 

the verses we have learned from the 
card, “Conduct Toward Others,” in the 
order suggested on the last page of “The 
Enemy Guest.” Then Connie will teach 
us John 15:12. Who will tell the story 
of “Peggy and Joe” next Sunday? 
Thank you, Cheryl. 

We learned last week that the great 
business of the Church is to make 
known the Word of God. This is done 
in two ways, by teaching and by preach- 
ing. Which one did we discuss last 
week? (Teaching.) Right. Today we 
will consider preaching. 

While these two methods of proclaim- 
ing God’s message are closely related, 
there are some differences: The preacher 
usually has a larger audience, but the 
teacher has a more intimate one. The 
teacher expects replies to her questions, 
while the preacher does not. Once we 
had a small boy sitting on the front 
seat in the preaching service. He was 
used to Sunday school, but not to, 
church. So every time he thought the 
minister was asking a question in his 
sermon, he called out the answer, to 
the amusement of the rest of the congre- 
gation. I wished that everyone in the 
audience would listen as well as he did, 
but I also wished he had been told not 
to answer aloud in church. 

The Sunday school teacher should 
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prayerfully plan ahead of time just what 
she hopes to teach each Sunday, and 
then later find out if the children 
learned what she ‘set out to teach them. 
The preacher cannot check so easily the 
effectiveness of his preaching. 

Why, then, do we have preaching? 
Let us read 1 Corinthians 1:18-21 to 
find the answer. Read verse 18 together. 
The preaching of the cross seems fool- 
ishness to them that perish. The un- 
saved man knows nothing of the power 
of God’s Word. So it seems foolish to 
him for a preacher to expect to change 
lives by what he says. It is foolish if 
the preacher is just giving his own 
ideas. But “the word of God is living 
and powerful,” and that is wkat the true 
minister of the Gospel proclaims. He 
knows that the Holy Spirit can use 
God’s Word to convict sinners of their 
need of the Saviour. Read on through 
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By Wade C. Smith 
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PAUL 


Apostle to the Jews! 


Significantly Paul, who car- 
ried the Gospel to the Gentiles, 
always followed the injunction 
of Romans 1:16, “to the Jew 

first, and also to the Greek.” 


At Salamis he and Barnabas 
“preached the word of God in 
the synagogues of the Jews” 
(Acts 13:5). 

At Antioch Paul “went into 
the synagogue on the sabbath 
day” (Acts 13:14). In Iconium 
they “went both together 
into the synagogue... and so 
spake, that a great multitude 
both of the Jews and also of 
the Greeks believed” (Acts 
14:1). 

You will enjoy rich fellow- 
ship when you help us carry 
the Gospel to the Jews as Paul 
did. Even in Rome “Paul 
called the chief of the Jews 
together” (Acts 28:17) and 
gave them the message first. 

Bringing the Gospel to the 
Jew brings blessing to the 
Gentile. Never in our mission 
have we had a baptism service 
where there was not at least 
one Gentile baptized together 
with the Jews. 

Let this God-given blessing 
become yours by joining us 
with your prayers for the sal- 
vation of the Jewish brethren 
of our Lord. Write for free 
literature today. 











AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS ™ "I 


TO THE JEWS, Ine. 
236 West 72nd Street, Dept. 6 
New York 23, N. Y. 


Canadian Office: . 
39 King William St., Hamilton, Ont., Canada 


Please send me free folder showing how I may 
help carry the Gospel to Israel. Enclosed is 


ee for my part in the work you are doing. 
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verse 21. God has chosen to save sin- 
ners through preaching. Is that not 
sufficient reason for the preaching min- 
istry of the Church? 

I know a man who was saved the very 
first time he attended a preaching serv- 
ice. He was a young fellow from a non- 
Christian home, but he heard that there 
was a revival on, so he went just to 
see what was going on. The preacher 
said, “God says, ‘All have sinned.’” The 
young man said to himself, “I know I 
have sinned.” Then the preacher said, 
“God says that ‘the wages of sin is 
death.’ That is eternal death and means 
that if you die in your sins you will go 
to hell.” _The young man was disturbed 
at this. Then the preacher said, “But 
God has made a way of escape. He 
gave His Son Jesus Christ to die for 
your sins. If you come up front and 
kneel down at this bench and ask God 
to forgive you for Christ’s sake, He 
will.” The yourlg man jumped from his 
seat, hurried up the aisle, knelt down, 
and asked God for forgiveness for 
Christ’s sake. Immediately he was 
saved and his whole life was changed. 
Millions’ in Heaven today were saved 
because. of preaching like that! 

Now turn to Romans 10:14-17. Here 
are four unanswered questions that em- 
phasize the importance of Gospel 
preaching. The preacher must be sent 
by God. He must preach the Word of 
God. Those who hear must believe that 
Word. After that, they can call on Him 
in whom they have believed. 

Our last Scripture is Ephesians 3:7-19. 
Notice Paul’s humility in verse 8. He 
calls himself “less than the least of all 
saints,” whereas we consider him the 
greatest of all saints. The word “grace” 
means “unmerited favor.” What favor 
or, privilege was granted Paul, which he 
felt he did not deserve? (To preach 
among the Gentiles the unsearchable 
riches of Christ.) Right. Paul realized 
the importance of preaching. Some 
people would not have considered that 
a privilege at all! 

It is a privilege to preach the Gospel 
of Christ and it is also a privilege to 
listen. Down through the ages Chris- 
tians have risked their lives for this 
privilege. Many have gone to preaching 
services when they knew that if they 
were caught, it would cost them their 
lives. Do we attend preaching services 
If we do, we ourselves will 
grow spiritually and others, by our ex- 
ample, will be encouraged to attend. By 
attending ourselves, and by inviting 
others, we can have an important part 
in the preaching ministry of our church, 





During this quarter we are using the 
Scripture Catechism Card, “Conduct Toward 
Others,” 20c a dozen; the book, “The 
Enemy Guest,” 60c; and the accompanying 
chorus sheets, 50c a dozen. If all three helps 
are ordered together from V. D. Gunderson, 
Ferndale, Wash., they may be had for $1, 
postpaid. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
When Jesus Preached (Luke 4:42, 43; 5:1-3) 


OUNT pictures of approximate size 

showing the Lord Jesus speaking 
in a synagogue, and teaching from a 
boat. Suppose you were among the 
people shown in these pictures? Wat 
would you be doing? (Children assume 
they would be listening if the Lord were 
speaking. We teachers wonder!) 

If you boys were in the synagogue, 
you would sit with your fathers among 
the men on seats running along three 
sides. You girls would be with your 
mothers behind a lattice in a gallery at 
the back.’ In the middle of the -syna- 
gogue you would see steps leading up 
to a platform on which are a reading 
desk or pulpit and a seat for the 
preacher. (Indicate any of the features 
shown in your picture.) At the end of 
the building opposite you girls is a 
painted box, called the Holy Chest or 
Holy Ark, with a silk curtain in front 
of it. This contains the precious rolls 
of Scripture, wrapped in cloths to pro- 
tect them. In front of the chest, facing 
the congregation, are the seats of the 
ten or more leading men, including the 
ruler of the synagogue, who chooses the 
readers and speaker for the day, and 
the synagogue day school teacher of 
you boys. (Girls do not go to school!) 

There are prayers and the reciting of 
the Jewish creed: “Hear, O Israel: The 
Lord our God is one Lord: and thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thine heart .. .” (Deut. 6:4, 5). The 
first Scripture reading is from the Law 
(first five Books of the Old Testament), 
different verses read by at least seven 
different men. How proud you are if 
your father is chosen to read this Sab- 
bath! The second Scripture is from the 
Prophets. Today the Lord Jesus stands 
up to «ead. (Until now He has not 
been known as Lord, only Jesus the 
carpenter.) Your teacher hands Him 
the roll of Isaiah. He finds and reads: 
(read Isa. 61:1, 2a). He rolls up the scroll 
and hands it back to your teacher to 
put in the chest. He sits down for the 
sermon, and says, “Today this part of 
the Bible that you have just heard has 
come true.” He meant: “The Spirit 
of the Lord is upon Me. He has anointed 
Me—I am the Christ to do all these 
things!” How eagerly the peeple listen 
as He tells of the Kingdom of God be- 
ing near! They must repent and be- 
lieve. Next morning people do not want 
Him to leave, but He goes on to tell 
others in other synagogues. 

People cannot wait for synagogue 
days to hear the wonderful new preacher 
again. They gather in crowds wherever 
He is, hungering for messages from God. 
In Capernaum the crowds push to get 
nearer Him, until He gets into Peter’s 
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boat on the beach. He asks Peter to 
push it off from shore a little. Then 
He sits down in the boat and’ teaches 
the people. 

“And Jesus went about all Galilee, 
teaching in their synagogues, and 
preaching the gospel of the kingdom” 
(Matt. 4:23, Memory Verse. Key word: 


“gospel.”) What does Gospel mean? 
Good news! (John 3:16.) Or as Paul 
put it: “Christ died for our sins... 


he was buried, and . . . rose again the 
third day” (1 Cor, 15:3, 4). Remember 
how Paul preached in many faraway 
places? And Philip to only one man! 

Do you go to church to the preaching 
service as well as to Sunday school, the 
teaching service of the church? “I 
didn’t like the minister this morning,” 
said Margaret. “I couldn’t understand 
what he said. There was only one thing 
I could remember.” As we talked it 
over, Margaret decided that that one 
thing was God’s message to~her that 
day. “I will try to find one thing I can 
understand every Sunday, and use it,” 
she said. Tel] us next week what mes- 
sage God sent you through our preacher. 

ORONO, MAINE, 

ve 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


ISS MOYER was always happy to 

see Dale in Sunday school. She 
liked to see him for two reasons: one 
was that Dale always knew his lesson, 
having studied it well at home—so he 
was ready to ask questions; the other 
reason why Miss Moyer was especially 
happy to see Dale was because he could 
not get te Sunday school very often. 
You see, Dale’s mother is ill and she 
cannot help the children get ready. Be- 
sides, because Dale is the oldest of the 
four, he has to help feed the baby and do 
other things to help his poor, sick 
mother. Believe me, he is a big help— 
a cheerful help! Two or three nights 
each week, as sick as she is, Dale’s 
mother talks to him about the lesson 
to be taught the following Sunday. 

“Miss Moyer,” Dale began on the day 
he was there, “what is the difference 
between teaching and preaching? Last 
Sunday our lesson was about Philip’s 
teaching the man from Ethiopia. But 
this Sunday the lesson is about the 
preaching of the Lord Jesus. The last 
time I was here you said that our les- 
Sons were about different things that 
happened in the church of long ago. So 
what is the difference, Miss Moyer, be- 
tween teaching* and preaching?” 

Miss Moyer could have squeezed big, 
eight-year-old Dale. It made her happy 
when the children had studied their 
lessons. “Last week,” Miss Moyer. be- 
gan, “you remember, when Philip saw 


the man from Ethiopia, he climbed into 


the chariot and taught him. The man 
had some Scriptures—the Book of Isa- 
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iah, from the Old Testament. 
taught the Ethiopian by taking verses 
of Scripture and explaining what each 
verse meant as he went along. We 
never want to forget that what Philip 
did was to explain to the man from 
another land that long before the Lord 
Jesus had been born, God had told, 
through Isaiah the prophet, about the 
coming of His Son. It took men like 
Philip to teach the meaning of those 
verses to men like the man from Ethi- 
opia. 

“Preaching is different. Someone has 
said that it is ‘heralding good news.’ A 
herald, you know, is one who tells news, 
So preaching is always telling good news 
—good news of God’s love and care. 
Sometimes in His preaching the Lord 
Jesus explained God’s care over us by 
comparing it with His care for the lilies 
of the field and the birds of the air, Or 
He likened water in the well, used to 
keep people from being thirsty, to the 
living water —Himself—which meant 
eternal life to those who received Him. 
This was preaching. 

“There is one side of preaching, 
though, that we do not see in a minis- 
ter. I believe that the most important 
part of preaching is the time spent in 
God’s presence. Turn in your Bibles to 
the fourth chapter of Luke. This is 
telling us about the preaching of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. He is the dear Son 
of God, we know. He was with God in 
the very beginning. He knew every- 
thing.. What a wonderful preacher He 
must have been! But, the Bible tells 
us in many other places that frequently 
in the morning He went alone to spend 
time with His Heavenly Father. One 
thing should be remembered: not only 
are the ministers in churches, preachers. 
Every born-again Christian should also 
be a preacher. Not that all Christians 
are to get up in church to do their 
preaching. That is the responsibility 
of men who have spent years in study- 
ing God’s Word. But in school, in our 
homes, wherever we are, we, too, should 
be telling God’s Good News. But be-- 
fore we do our “preaching,” we should 
spend time in the morning with the 
One of whom we speak. If the Lord 
Jesus did that, how much more impor- 
tant it is that we should do it! 

“If news is really to be news, it must 
be given to those who have never heard 
it before. So it was that the Lord Jesus 
did not stay at one place. After preach- 
ing—telling the news—in one city, He 
went to ‘other cities, also’ (v. 43). So 
we should do everything we can to tell 
as many people as we can about the 
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NEW SOUNDCOLOR FILM 
Romantic Story of 
the AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 
© Gripping Drama revealing 
spiritual conflicts of life in rural America 
@ Dynamic Home Missionaries in action 
@ Christ's Great Commission to 
the otherwise unreached . 
* PROCLAIMING LIBERTY to troubled souls 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday Scheol Times, 
325 N. 18th St., PhHadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1958 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
@ dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


When He Found a Bible—So then 
faith cometh by hearing, and hearing 
by the word of God (Rom. 10:17, Golden 
Text). Years ago a French Canadian 
boy of thirteen found a Bible among 
his father’s possessions. The father 
could not read, and God’s Word had 
been put aside for years until found by 
the boy. He read it, found that it spoke 
to him, and also that it showed much 
was -wrong in the church in which he 
had been brought up. When free to do 
so, he left the Roman Catholic Church 
to take the Bible as his guide. He went 
on reading it till years later a Protes- 
tant missionary met him, learned his 
story, and asked who had taught him 
the truth. “Nobody,” he replied. He 
had learned it from God’s Word. He 
did not know he was a Protestant, or 
what the word meant. He thought they 
were bad people. Yet, in this man, the 
missionary saw “a companion of all 
them that fear thee, and of them that 
keep thy precepts” (Psa. 119:68). —From 
Joseph Edwin Harris, in The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by M. Irene Jury, 
Glendale, Calif. 


Why Stay in America?—How shalt 
they believe in him of whom they have 
not heard? and how shall they hear 
without a preacher? (Rom. 10:14.) Why 
stay in America when 93 per cent of the 
graduates of Christian schools remain in 
our country and only seven per cent go 
to foreign lands? When there are 100,000 
churches in our country and yet 1,000 
tribes that still have no missionary? 
When there are more preachers in Los 
Angeles than there are missionaries in 
all of Japan? When there are millions 
of dusty Bibles in attics and trunks, and 
yet there are 1,700 languages without 
one word of Scripture? When millions 
here are saying, “I don’t have time for 
that stuff,” and tens of millions out there 
are crying for the Word of God? When 
2,000 years ago God commanded us to 
“go into all the world” and He has never 
rescinded that order? Why stay in 
America? Why?—From Church Herald. 
Sent by B. M. Dobbin, Richmond, Kans. 


His Greatest Sermon.—How beautiful 
are the feet of them that preach the 
gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings 
of good things! (Rom, 10:15.) Charlie 
preached in our church last night. It 
brought back memories of one of the 
first times I ever “saw” him preach. We 
were conducting evangelistic services 
several years ago and one night he 
quietly announced that he would be 
getting up at four the next morning. 
A young truck driver did not know 


February.1, 1958 


Christ, and Charlie was going with him 
to haul limestone in the hope that he 
might win the man for Christ. That 
evening he came home tired and some- 
what disappointed, for he felt his efforts 
had failed. But at four the next morn- 
ing Charlie went again, and this time 
the young man was won. It was splen- 
did to hear that sermon last night; there 
was something in it greater than words 
and delivery. Charlie’s biggest sermon 
is his life. How beautiful the life of 
the Christian can be! But this beauty 
must come from the heart where Christ 
is enthroned within. The most effec- 
tive preaching the world has known has 
not always come from the pulpit, Often 
it comes from the hearts of humble peo- 
ple who have so surrendered to Christ 
that His beauty shines in them. This 
power has won millions to Him.—Source 
unknown. Sent by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, 
Hillsboro, Kans. Prize illustration. 


They Perished Needlessly.—But they 
have not all obeyed the gospel. For 
Esaias saith, Lord, who hath believed 
our report? (Rom. 10:16.) Former Civil 
Defense Administrator Val Peterson, who 
inspected the Louisiana hurricane-flood 
area for President Eisenhower, informed 
him that the estimated 500 victims per- 
ished needlessly. He said: “Not a single 
life needed to have been lost, if people 
only had heeded the warnings of the 
weather bureau and moved to places of 
refuge. Those who were drowned or 
crushed to death by the hurricane winds 
and the wall of water which swept 25 
miles inland refused to leave their 
homes. About 1,000 people took refuge 
in the concrete courthouse at Cameron 
and were saved because the structure 
withstood the winds and water; but all 
who remained in their homes perished. 
The people who caught the brunt of the 
disaster in and around Cameron, La., 
were warned by the weather bureau two 
days before the catastrophe struck.”— 
From Now. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Ax- 
tell, Kans. 


His First Invitation—Whereof I was 
made a minister, according to the gift 
of the grace of God given unto me by 
the effectual working of his power 
(Eph, 3:7). The Rev. Huie Kin, a Chi- 
nese Christian pastor in New York, was 
reading a daily paper. Seeing that a 
distinguished countryman of his was to 
be in New York over Sunday, he tele- 
phoned him at his hotel, inviting him to 
attend the Sunday service at his church. 
The invitation was promptly accepted. 
After the services were over the guest 
said to the preacher: “When I was a 
boy in China I was acquainted with 
some Christian people, and I thought 
highly of Christianity. I had never 
identified myself with it, but when I 
was appointed to America I decided I 
would throw in my lot with Christian 
people there, and made up my mind 
that I would accept the first invitation 
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which was given me to attend a Chris- 
tian service.” There was a pause that 
was scarcely perceptible, and he con- 
tinued, “This is the first invitation I 
ever had.” The man who spoke was 
Wu Ting Fang. This was not his first 
but his last Sunday in America. Be- 
fore another Sunday had dawned this 
man, who had been Minister from China 
to Christian America, was on his way 
home.—From Woman’s Work. Sent by 
J. Edward Raiser, Shelby, Ohio. 


He Did What He Could.—Unto me, 
who am less than the least of all saints, 
is this grace given (Eph. 3:8). An At- 
lantic passenger lay in his bunk, deadly 
seasick, during a storm. A cry of “Man 
overboard!” was heard. “May God help 
the poor fellow,” prayed the man, “there 
is nothing I can do.” Then he thought, 
“At least I can put a light in a port- 
hole.” And he did. The man in the 
water was rescued, and, in recounting 
the story next day, said: “I was going 
down in the darkness for the last time 
when someone put a light in a porthole. 
It shone on my head, and a sailor in a 
lifeboat grabbed it and pulled me in.” 
Weakness is no excuse for not putting 
forth all the little strength we have, 
and who can tell how God will use it? 
—From D. L. Moody. Sent by the Rev. 
Norman Hillyer, Holly Park, Crouch 
Hill, London, Eng. 


Feeble Saints—That he would grant 
you... to be strengthened with might 
by his Spirit in the inner man (Eph. 
3:16). The Christian needs to be 
strengthened with might in the inner 
man. It was an amusing distortion of 
a good hymn, but there was not a little 
sound philosophy in it, when the old 
Negro preacher read the line, “Judge 
not the Lord by feeble sense,” as, “Judge 








This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 83) 


1. The sending, the preaching, hearing 
the believing, the calling. 

2. Isaiah 52:7, 

3. Isaiah 53:1, 

4. With reference to the privilege of 
ministry, a gift from God. 

5. A truth hidden till the appropriate 
time, and then revealed. 

6. “That the Gentiles should be fel- 
lowheirs, and of the same body, and par- 
takers of his promise in Christ by the 
gospel” (Eph. 3:6). 

7. The principalities and powers in 
the heavenlies (angelic beings). 

8. The indwelling Holy Spirit (Eph. 
3:16). 

9. Permanent residence. 

10. Knowing the unknowable—the love 
of Christ (v. 19). 


EL_muurst, ILL, 
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not the Lord by feeble saints.” And yet 
this is precisely what the great major- 
ity of unconverted men are doing all 
the time. They will not go to the Bible. 
They have no ear for His voice. They 
judge the Lord by “feeble saints.”— 
From the Biblical Illustrator. Sent by 
the Rev. Guru Manickam, Woriur, 
Trichinopoly, S. India. 


Children at Home - 


Dwarka Runs Away 
By Carol Terry 


“ WARKA is too young to be mar- 

ried,” said Father, as he sat cross- 
legged on the floor of his home in In- 
dia. “I think the engagement should 
be broken.” 

“What nonsense!” replied ,Mother. 
“We have been planning for this mar- 
riage for many months. How can we 
cancel it the night before the wedding?” 

“It is better to cancel it now than 
to be sorry later. She is only eight 
years old. Let us wait until she is at 
least twelve.” 

“Remember that I was married to 
you when I was six.” 

“Yes, that is true, but you did not 
come to live with me as my wife until 
you were twelve. Only if Dwarka con- 
tinues to live with us until she also 
is twelve will I consent to this wed- 
ding tomorrow. Even then the bride- 
groom’s mother will not like it. She 
will want Dwarka to live in their home 
so she can teach her how to cook the 
things her husband likes to eat and how 
to please him in every way.” 

“I'll teach her all that.: Have not I 
pleased you for many years?” Hav- 
ing said this, the mother felt that she 
had closed the subject. She went over 
to the corner of the room to make sure 
all was ready. It was customary for 
the bride and groom to provide each 
other’s wedding clothes, and she care- 
fully checked each garment. Yes, all 
was ready. The only trouble on the 
morrow would be the argument over 
Dwarka’s remaining at home until she 
was twelve. 

The next morning little Dwarka 
awakened early. She thought of all 
the pretty clothes that were to be hers 
that day, of all the beautiful flowers 
with which her hair would be adorned. 
Under the covers she wiggled with ex- 
citement. Just then her mother came. 
“Come, darling, you must get up now. 
There is much to be done.” 

Dwarka put her arms around her 
mother’s neck and drew her close. “You 
won't leave me today, will you, Mummy, 
I'm a little 
bit afraid.” 

“T’ll be near you all day. And what's 
more, last night your father and I de- 
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cided that you should continue to live 
with us until you are twelve.” 

Dwarka drew in her breath with de- 
light, but then a frown appeared on 
her childish brow. “Will they’ be an- 
gry?” 

“Let them be angry. This is accord- 
ing to the best Indian custom, and we 
shall insist upon it. Come now. We 
must get ready.” ' 

It was time for fhe marriage cere- 
mony, and Dwarka stood dressed in 
her wedding clothes. She did not wear 
a flowing white gown, but, according 
to Indian custom, was draped in a green 
sari, which is a straight piece of cloth 
gracefully draped and tucked around:.a 
person until it looks like a beautiful 
dress, although there is no sewing done. 
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Her mother looked lovingly at the little 
girl. Her skin was soft and smooth and 
silken tan. Her eyes were big and soft, 
making one think of violets in the 
woods. But when the bridegroom came, 
he could not see her beauty, for she 
was so covered with flowers and other 
decorations that only her eyes were 
visible. 

The bridegroom, who was much older 
than little Dwarka, rode on a horse to 
the Hindu temple, where he worshiped 
the idol and then changed into the wed- 
ding clothes provided for him by the 
bride’s family. He, too, became so cov- 
ered with flowers and decorations that 
Dwarka could not see his face. The two 
were seated next to each other, and 
after a long ceremony the Hindu priest 
took a rope and wound it around and 
around the two of them, thus binding 
them together as husband and wife. 

When the wedding was over and the 
people started to go home, Mother slip- 
ped Dwarka into a little side room and 
held her close to her. Soon there was 
angry shouting and the eight-year-old 
bride became afraid. 

“Daddy is telling them that you are 
going to stay with us until you are 
twelve years old. We will stay here 
together until they all go.” 

Dwarka was very happy the next 
four years as her mother taught her 
how to make Indian bread, which looks 
like pancakes, and all the things that 
a wife in India must know. But while 
she was learning how to do good things, 
her husband was learning how to do 
bad things. By the time Dwarka was 
twelve years old, her husband had been 
put in jail several times for stealing. 
She was afraid for her twelfth birthday 
to come. When the dreaded day arrived, 
he was in jail because he had killed a 
man, and she continued to live with her 
parents, 

Then one night Daddy brought the 
pastor of the Christian church home 
with him. When they were all seated 
in a circle on the floor, her father said: 
“All my life I have prayed to gods of 
wood and stone and they have never 
answered even one prayer. This pas- 
tor has been telling me for many months 
of the living God. Tonight I am accept- 
ing Him as my God. [| prayed that the 
Lord Jesus Christ would take away the 
sin in my heart and give me the peace 
I have sought all my life. As I prayed, 
such a peace as I have never known 
filled my heart. From now on, I serve 
Him.” There was a hush over the house 
when Daddy and the pastor prayed. 
When the man left, there was a look 
of great joy on Daddy’s face, but Mother 
was sitting in the corner crying. 

Several days later Dwarka asked her 
father if she could be baptized at the 
same time he was, as she, too, wanted 
the Lord Jesus to be her Saviour. When 
her mother heard this, she was very 
angry and prayed to the stone idol that 
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it would never happen. But the idol’s 
ears were of stone, and he could not 
hear. When the bridegroom’s family 
heard of it, they, too, were angry, but 
they could do nothing about it because 
he was in jail. 

When Dwarka became a young lady 
in her late teens, she went to Bible 
school. After graduation, she went from 
house to house telling people about the 
Lord Jesus who could hear prayer while 
the gods of stone could not. And while 
Dwarka was telling people about the 
Lord Jesus, her husband was going 
around stealing, beating up people, and 
running from the police. When he 
heard about Dwarka, he tried to find 
her, but she was afraid he would beat 
her as he had done to so many people. 
She was afraid he might even kill her. 

And thus Dwarka ran away from him. 
Far, far away she ran where he could 
not find her. She fled by train and by 
bullock cart until she reached the safety 
of Mukti Mission. 

And there she is today, serving as 
“mother” to fifteen of the many little 
orphan girls there who have no mother 
or father to love them. If you, little 
reader, were among the fifteen children 
that Dwarka takes care of, do you know 
what she would teach you? She would 
say, “Love the Lord Jesus Christ with 
all your heart, and He will take care 
of you no matter what happens, just as 
He took care of me.” 

And now would you like to bow your 
head and pray for Dwarka’s mother and 
for her husband that they also might 
come to know the Lord Jesus as their 
Saviour? If her husband let the Lord 
Jesus wash all his sin away and fill his 
heart. with His love, what a happy home 
could be theirs! 

And what about your own little 
heart? Will you let the Lord Jesus 
make it pure and good? He is the only 
one who can take all our sin away. 





Reprinted from ‘“‘Buds and Blossoms,” story 
leaflet of the Ramabai Mukti Mission, Box 
415, Philadelphia 5. 
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Clergy Half Fare 
on Central Airlines 


ENTRAL AIRLINES has inaugurated 

a new half-fare clergy travel pro- 
gram which enables bonafide members 
of the clergy to air transportation over 
the Central System at fifty per cent of 
the regular fares, A. S. Aldridge, vice- 
president, traffic and sales, has an- 
nounced. 

Members of the clergy will be given 
the fifty per cent discount only if they 
hold authorized Central Airlines Clergy 
Identification Cards. Applications for 
the Identification Cards may be obtained 
from any Central Airlines ticket office 
or from Central Airlines, Meacham 
Field, Fort Worth, Tex. A fee of five 
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dollars is required at the time of appli- 
cation, 

Holders of Clergy Identification Cards 
are entitled to transportation throughout 
the Central System, which includes 
more than thirty cities in Texas, Okla- 
homa, Arkansas, Missouri, Kansas, and 
Colorado, at fifty per cent of regular 
one-way or round-trip fares. This trans- 
portation ‘is on a space-available basis. 
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The Christian Fellowship Tour 
to Alaska in 1958 





summer 


annual 

: Christian Fellowship Tour, in which 
Tue SuNDAY SCHOOL TIMEs will co-oper- 
ate with the Northern Pacific Railway 


HE nineteenth 


Company, is scheduled to start from 
Chicago on June 23, return. ¢ thereto 
July 15. 

The advantages of these tours are 
numerous, as travelers of previous tours 
are always ready te agree. Some have 
said: “My greatest pleasure was the 
fellowship”; “Faultless management”; 
“Congeniality, good understanding, sym- 
pathetic handling of all details”; “We 
appreciated relief from all anxiety about 
transportation, luggage, and accommo- 
dations”; “How glad I was that I did 
not need to be concerned about tip- 
ping!” 

In addition to these benefits, scores of 
comments could be added concerning 
the enjoyment in viewing the magnifi- 
cent scenery as places of interest were 
visited in the United States and Canada, 
and during the eight-day cruise in 
Alaska’s Inland Waterways. 

This year’s tour includes a day and 
night at Banff, and a day and night at 
Lake Louise, stopping at the Banff 
Springs Hotel and Chateau Lake Louise, 
respectively. A general tour around 
Banff, with views of beautiful mountain 
scenes, is planned. A full day through 
the magnificent Canadian Rockies brings 
the tour party to Vancouver, B. C., 
where a day of sight-seeing will be 
planned, with meals at Hotel Georgia 
and Hotel Vancouver. 

The Canadian Pacific’s S.S. Princess 
Louise will take the tour party on its 
voyage in calm waters from Vancouver 
to Skagway, Alaska, about a thousand 
miles northwest of Seattle. Stops will 
be made at Prince Rupert, Ketchikan, 
and Juneau, with plenty of time to visit 
these interesting towns and perhaps to 
purchase some mementos of the trip in 
the numerous shops stocked with much 
native merchandise for just this purpose, 
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A full day is spent in taking the narrow- 
gauge railroad northeastward from 
Skagway through a tip of Alaska and 
British Columbia, along the famous 
“Trail of 98” into the Yukon to Car- 
cross. The trail will pass through rug- 
ged and awe-inspiring scenery. 

An unusual and delightful arrange- 
ment has been made for this year’s 
party in that it will spend two days 
and nights in Victoria, B. C., with ac- 
commodations at the magnificent Em- 
press Hotel. So many of the travelers 
of other tours have expressed the wish 
to spend more time in Victoria that this 
is being done this year to add pleasure 
to the tour. 

A visit to Yellowstone National Park 
is always a real treat, stopping at Old 
Faithful Inn and the Grand Canyon 
Hotel, and this year a day and night 
stay at Grand Teton National Park has 
been added. The tour over the spec- 
tacular Red Lodge High Road is one of 
the highest and most impressive roads 
of the West, and the Christian Fellow- 
ship Tour will use this route to return 
to the trains at Billings, Mont. 

Mr, Harry J. Jaeger, Executive Vice- 
President and Secretary of The Sunday 
School Times Company, and Mrs. Jaeger 
will accompany the tour throughout. 
An illustrated folder will be available 
soon, and a card to Mr. Jaeger will 
bring it to you just as soon as it is ready. 


e 
Where Students Sought To Know 


(Continued from page 81) 


remarkable and conducive to worship 
and to thought, and the appropriateness 
of the Lord’s Supper as the climax to 
the convention was evident. 

As I left the gymnasium after the 
service, it was to find many of the buses 
with engines running and luggage 
loaded awaiting their passengers. The 
crisp night air was filled with parting 
greetings and soon many had begun 
the long journeys that would take them 
back to the four corners of North Amer- 
ica and ultimately to the four corners 
of the world. Urbana 1957 was ended. 
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With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 








Great Neglected Bible Prophecies. By 
Merrill F. Unger. (Scripture Press, Book 
Division, Wheaton, Ill, $2.50.) In Dr. 
Unger’s judgment, the four major 
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A MATTER OF LIFE AND DEATH 


Here is a from the heart of a Hebrew 
Christian oe behind the Iron Curtain, 
pleading for help, This is not an exceptional 
case. Similar letters from perishing people 
come to us daily. By the grace of God and 
through the sacrificial spirit of Christian peo- 
ple, we minister to these kinsmen of our 
Saviour in their dark hours. 


“My family and I live alone in an environ- 
ment which is openly and actively hostile to 
us as Jews. If I were to describe the outrages 
against my family and myself and the anti- 
Semitic abuses it would take many pages. 

“They insult us in the street. My children 
are beaten at school. They even went so far 
as to smash our windows. We are called low 
and offensive names. 

“In order to get to the railroad station of 
our village or to the market place, I take side 
alleys to avoid meeting rom 

“Without exaggeration, we feel worse than 
under the Nazi occupation. This explains 
why theré is a constant fear and anxiety in 
my eyes. 

“You do not know my neighbours, but you 
have seen my home. It is a miserable shack 
without any conveniences, with a leaking roof 
and damp walls, unlivable in the winter. 

“You know that apartments are allotted 
here by the authorities according to one’s so- 
cial status and whether you belong to the 
Communist party. So my husband’s chances 
of getting a decent apartment because of his 
background and employment, in addition to 
my Jewish background, are nil. Our situa- 
tion is hopeless. 

“What I am asking you is, Could you help 
us purchase an apartment in the city? The 
sum required is about $600 for key money. 
Perhaps some friends would be willing to 
make a contribution for this need. It would 
make all the difference in the world for my 
family to live in the city among other people, 
and not here in a village under the most un- 
bearable conditions. 

“If you could give us some hope, we would 
start to live again. The Lord be with you.” 

It is of such as these that our Saviour says, 
“Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the 
least of these my brethren, ye have done it 
unto me.” 


Sample copy of Israel My Glory, outstand- 


ing missionary publication, sent free to all 
who love the Lord and His cause. 


THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL 


Missionary and Relief Society, Inc. 


Rev. Victor Buksbazen, General Secretary 
\728-S Witherspoon Bujlding 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 

Canada: Rev. Bruce Millar 
1066 Avenue Road, Toronto 12, Ontario 


Dear Friends of Israel: 
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money for your treasury, and make friends for 
your organization. 
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Established 1915 Cohoes; N. Y. 















SONG BOOK 
SUNDAY SCHOOL SINGS/ 


Ir you’re looking for a new songbook for your 
Sunday school, write today to PRAIsE Booxk 
PUBLICATIONS, Mound, Minn., for your FREE 
copy of SUNDAY SCHOOL SINGS. Please mention 
your church and position. Here’s just the book 
to teach and inspire children and young people 
in Sunday school, VBS, junior church, camp, 
Bible club. 122 favorite hymns and choruses. 
Handy 4%4”x 6” size. “Lie-flat” binding. Low 
quantity rates, 


Praise Book ticuns, inn. » vept.15 20 
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In these days of apostasy and com- 
promise, Faith graduates are outstand- 
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Faith students, all college graduates, 
pay no tuition. The Seminary is literally 
a faith ministry. 
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the cause of Christ and the preservation 
‘of an uncompromising Gospel witness 
by your prayerful support of Faith 
Theological Seminary. 
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The Treasurer, Dept. R-S 
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themes of eschatology that he here ex- 
pounds have not been neglected as much 
as they have been misinterpreted. 
Hence, in the first three chapters, he 
prefaces his own exegesis with a refu- 
tation of views that are considered er- 
roneous. Indeed, he engages in a lengthy 
polemic, even analyzing the reasons 
why these unfounded views have been 
advocated. He suggests that the basic 
cause for misunderstanding has been 
“the rejection of the premillennial and 
dispensational interpretation of Scrip- 
ture. This is the key that unlocks the 
treasures of Scriptural truth. Rejecting 
this, as so many have done, a great 
segment of Bible truth remains an in- 
explicable and unsolvable conundrum. 
The rich and wide field of prophecy, 
particularly as it concerns eschatology 

. must remain a closed and unex- 
plored continent” (p. 100). In keeping 
with the “foundational principle” of 
John Nelson Darby, he does much to 
correct wrong conceptions and clarify 
needless obscurities. It would be diffi- 
cult, in point of fact, to find very readily 
a more succinct and luminous state- 
ment of the dispensational standpoint 
with respect to some of the central pro- 
phetic themes. But it must be borne 
in mind that not all premillenarians 
will agree with Dr. Unger’s too facile 
obiter dicta. He himself points out that 
George N. H. Peters, who wrote that 
monumental work, “The Theocratic 
Kingdom,” did not believe in the rein- 
troduction of bloody sacrifices during 
the Kingdom Age (p. 90). Similarly, 
the alleged discovery by John Wilkin- 
son of the Ten Tribes of Israel has been 
greeted by some evangelical scholars 
with warranted skepticism (pp. 47, 48). 
But overlooking its sometimes magis- 
terial tone and its tendency to advance 


‘interpretative probabilities as indisput- 


able finalities, here is a book that 
every premillennialist will read with 
profit, interest, and respect. 


Christ and the Church in the Old 
Testament. By Howard A. Hanke, Th.D. 
(Zondervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 
6, Mich., $2.50.) Believing that they 
make a mistake who “segregate” the 
Old Testament from the New, and who 
assume that the Church had its origin 
on the Day of Pentecost, the author ad- 
duces from the Scriptures evidence of 
the redemptive unity of the two Testa- 
ments, This he does by showing that 
God, salvation, the Church, and “the 
counterfeit church” are eternally the 
same. The arguments are not new and 
some of the identities are a bit fanciful, 
but the amassing of the Scripture texts 
serves a useful purpose. Of more in- 
terest, however, is the author’s conten- 
tion that the newly discovered Dead 
Sea Scrolls shed light on the problem 
before him, viz., that the Essenes were 
those who “believed that the rite of 
baptism came subsequent to ‘sincere 
conversion of the heart’; who believed 
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that divine grace was mediated through 
the Holy Spirit; who believed that they 
were saved through justification by faith 
in the Messiah; who believed in and 
practiced a sacrament of bread and wine 
with the assumption that the Messiah 
was, present; who had holy writings of 
which portions were almost parallel to 
the Sermon on the Mount; who preached 
repentance and confession of sins; and 
who had a Manual of Discipline con- 
taining, page after page, references to 
parallel texts in the New Testament” 
(pp. 9, 10). Thus, the author holds that 
the Essenes are the link between the 
true Church of the Old Testament and 
the true Church of the New. 

This interpretation of the significance 
of the scrolls seems to this reviewer to 
be both superficial and dangerous. Inthe 
opinion of many evangelical scholars, 
the similarities between the scrolls and 
the New Testament are formal only, 
i.e., on the surface. The continuing and 
careful sifting of the evidence will un- 
doubtedly bring to light much that is 
beneficial to the Christian cause; but, at 
the moment, the statement. that “star- 
tling information gathered from the 
Dead Sea Scrolls is now appearing 
which is beginning to shake the very 
foundations of church history” (p. 159) 
seems too enthusiastic. 


Inspiration and Canonicity of the 
Bible. By R. Laird Harris. (Zondervan 
Pub. House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., 
$4.50.) This volume, a learned yet very 
readable exposition of the grounds for 
belief in verbal inspiration and for the 
acceptance of the Protestant canon, has, 
in addition, special claims to the atten- 
tion of the Christian public. First, it 
gives more attention than is usual to the 
important problem of the canon; and 
second, it presents a view of the growth 
of the Old Testament canon, which, 
while not the usual one, has the merit 
of being propounded by a tradition of 
the best scholarship and is attested to 
by recent findings. An important by- 
product of this study is that many diffi- 
cult passages are given a satisfactory 
explanation as the author calls upon 
ancient languages and ancient customs, 
as well as upon recent findings to shed 
light on seemingly obscure texts. 

The author believes that the deter- 
mining principle of the Old and New 
Testament canons was their prophetic 
and apostolic authorship. This thesis is 
expounded and defended at length. With 
respect to the Old Testament: canon, he 
insists that it was not rigidly cod'fied 
in three definite steps, but a fluid three- 
fold classification in which books were 
shifted back and forth. 

On one minor point, this reviewer 
would disagree with the author. The 
latter seems concerned, in several pas- 
Sages, lest he be charged with circular 
reasoning. If circular reasoning is in- 
volved in an appeal to Paul, it is also 
involved in an appeal to Christ. On 
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the other hand, it is doubtful whether 
any logician would accuse the Chris- 
tian of fallacy in either appeal, 

Readers who are troubled by Romish 
claims, Neo-Orthodox denials, and the 
disputes of agnostics will find this work 
invaluable. For others, it provides a 
good introduction to the defense of the 
Gospel, and many weapons for that de- 
fense. 


The Tabernacle. By W. G. Moorehead, 
D.D. (Kregel Publications, Grand Rapids 
6, Mich., $2.95.) Written more fhan sixty 
years ago, this book has a ‘message for 
our own day, and the publisher is to 
be commended for making it available 
once again. Dr. Moorehead was known 
as a careful, reverent student of the 
Word, and these characteristics are evi- 
dent in his treatment of the Tabernacle. 
He considers each part of the structure 
in detail, bringing to bear upon it the 
light offered by a study of the original 
language, and combining Old Testa- 
ment and New Testament teaching in 
order to present the practical signifi- 
cance of the Tabernacle for the life of 
the believer today. The author’s ex- 
planation of types and symbols is never 
extravagant, but he finds spiritual truth 
in these foregleams of our Lord and 
His. work. 

The book has a wider scope than is 
indicated by its title, and the subtitle, 
“Studies in Mosaic- Institutes — The 
Priesthood, Sacrifices, and Feasts of An- 
cient Israel,” gives a more accurate idea 
of its contents. When he deals with 
the priesthood of Israel, the author gives 
an explanation of the nature of the of- 
fice, and he shows the spiritual Signifi- 
cance of the consecration of Aaron and 
his sons. His study of the sacrifices is 
rewarding, and he devotes a major sec- 
tion of his book to the Day of Atone- 
ment. 

Dr. Moorehead’s chief interest is not 
speculative. He knows that there is 
truth for the New Testament believer 
in the Old Testament institutions, and 
he is concerned to make that truth 
known. His work is a helpful contri- 
buti®n to an important field of study. 


The Apocalypse Expounded by Scrip- 
ture. By Robert Govett. (Voice of 
Deeper Truth, Washington 9, D. C. May 
be obtained from Mrs. P. R. Hyde, 1931 
Biltmore St., N.W., Washington, D.C., 
$3.50.) An abridgement of a four-volume 
edition published in 1864, this book is 
a verse-by-verse exposition of the Book 
of Revelation, characterized by two em- 
phases worthy of note. First, the author 
consistently applies the principle that 
we are to interpret as literal every- 
thing in the book unless such interpre- 
tation leads to absurdity; second, he 
argues that previous expositions have 
been marred by the failure to recognize 
the changes throughout the book pro- 
duced by the difference in the dispensa- 
tions of grace and of tribulation. With 
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these in mind, the author understands 
the book as teaching a doctrine of pre- 
millennialism and a pretribulation rap- 
ture of the Church. 

As to particular points, the author un- 
derstands the seven churches as typical 
of all churches in this age, not as pro- 
phetic of eras in succession; be believes 
that the rider mentioned in connection 
with the opening of the first seal is 
Christ; the two witnesses are literally 
Enoch and Elijah; the woman of chapter 
12 is Jerusalem, the city, and her child 
is to be identified with the great multi- 
tude of chapter 7. There is a long dis- 
cussion as to the meaning of the mark 
of the beast. The author envisages also 
a selection among the saints for espe- 
cial honor—of partaking of the wedding 
feast in chapter 19, of reigning with 
Christ in the millennium—on the basis 
of their faithful -service amidst perse- 
cution. 

The volume is poorly bound, and there 
are many typographical errors. Many 
of the author’s insights are of interest, 
although much that he has said has been 
expounded elsewhere. 


Devotional Studies of Old Testament 
Types. By Fred Hartley Wight. (Moody 
Press, Chicago 10; $3.50.) Pastors and 
students who may wish a sort of hand- 
book on typology will find it in this 
rather comprehensive survey. Every 
important prefigurement of New Testa- 
ment revelation is discussed with a 
helpful lucidity. While these studies are 
somewhat brief, they nevertheless em- 
body a wealth of spiritual teaching. 
Almost inevitably the author’s in- 
terpretations of certain passages will be 
questioned, and his hermeneutics may 
even be criticised by some evangelicals; 
yet no one can deny that here is a body 
of devotional material that will prove 
a source of blessing to many readers. 


Messianic Prophecy in the Old Testa- 
ment. By Aaron J. Kligerman, D.D. 
(Zondervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 
6, Mich., $2.95.) Christ gave us the best 
method of Bible study when “begin- 
ning at Moses and all the prophets, he 
expounded unto them in all the scrip- 
tures the things concerning himself.” 
Dr. Kligerman has discovered that “the 
testimony of Jesus is the spirit of proph- 
ecy.” This author was born in Czarist 
Russia and educated in Jewish Rabbin- 
ical schools. In 1909, in the city of 
Odessa, Russia, a Hebrew Christian 


minister laid before this young Jew. 


God’s plan of salvation as revealed in 
the Messianic prophecies of the Old Tes- 
tament. About two years later, he ar- 
rived in this country and in Boston 
confessed Christ as Saviour and Lord. 
He began to write articles on Messianic 
prophecy in the Hebrew Christian Alli- 
ance Quarterly. These articles came to 
the attention of Dr. Wilbur M. Smith, 
now of Fuller Seminary, and he urged 
Dr. Kligerman to put them in book 
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1. For one penny 
a day you can become 
one of the supporters 
of our Isabelle Or- 
phanage at Pusan, 
Korea. 


2. If you wish to 
invest one penny a day 
for the little cnn of 
Korea, we will send 
you a bank mounted 
with beautiful wooden 
figure made by our 
teenage boys. 


3. “For where 
your treasure is, there 
will your heart be also.” 
—Matt. 6:21. 


Write to: 
The Korea Gospel Mission, Inc. 
P. 0. Box 291 


Inglewood, California 
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Jews Who Suffer for Christ 


Many Jews who confess Christ as Messiah 
and Saviour frequently undergo the severest 
hardships and persecutions. One Hebrew 
Christian was advised “not to be baptized,” 
and “don’t dare mention your faith to others!” 
In reply this courageous believer exclaimed: 
“Say nothing to anybody about my Lord? I 
would rather be dead! As long asI live I 
want to be a witness for Him.” 
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missionaries, the unemployed, the maltreated, the bewildered 
and hungry whom we seek to shepherd and sustain. Please 
pray for us and send your gift to help our ministry among the 
poor and bereft, the young in our Children’s Home, and the 
aged Hebrew Christians. The need is very great. Please send 
your gift now. 


Address communications to: 


THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 


Rev. Jacob Peltz, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary 


U.S.A. f 


5630-T N. Campbell Ave. 
Chicago 45, Illinois 


Canada 


91-T Bellevue Ave. 
Toronto, Ontario 





February 1, 1958 


form. His full acquaintance with Jew- 
ish commentaries on the Old Testament 
has enabled this scholar to give to the 
Christian world a most valuable book, 
Regarding’ Messianic prophecy as the 
most important of all themes, he leads 
the reader in the footsteps that our Sav- 
iour made as He taught about Himself. 
He begins at Genesis and goes all the 
way through to Malachi. This volume 
will refresh God’s people and quicken 
their desire to know more of Christ, 
leading all to a more prayerful study of 
the Word. 
# 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, February 16 
2. God Sees Man’s Failure 
(Gen. 3:8-13; 4:8-10; Deut. 9:18) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


HEN we considered last week the 
first topic in this series, “Think- 
ing God’s Thoughts,” we saw that God 
had revealed to man in the Bible all 
that man knows about God’s nature and 
holiness and love. We saw also that 
God has created the world and al] that 
is in it, and the universe that surrounds 
it, and that when God looked upon His 
finished creation He saw that it was 
good. It is logical, then, that in the 
mind of man should arise the question, 
“How, then, did sin and evil enter into 
the creation that God had pronounced 
good?” 
4 
Here again God has not left man to 
wonder or to guess, but He has set 
down in the Scriptures, in the simplest 
Tanguage, the record of the entrance of 
evil, what was man’s reaction to it, and 
the consequences of that reaction. Next 
week we shall consider what God de- 
cided to do in view of what He fore- 
knew would be man’s reaction to #mp- 
tation. , 
' Se 
We saw last week that man was cre- 
ated with the power to reason, with 
self-consciousness, and with a free will. 
God did not create a mere automaton 
who could do nothing but obey orders. 
As such man would not have been a 
creature worthy to fellowship with his 
Creator. Instead man was given the 
privilege of choosing to obey God or 
to disobey Him. But it was not a blind 
privilege, for God surrounded man with 
every inducement and incentive to do 
right, and He gave him intelligence and 
reason by which to determine to do 
right. ' 
9 
It should be noted from the Scripture 
verses assigned for our study. this week 
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that the temptation to disobey God and 
to sin came to man from without. It 
did not originate in some weakness or 
imperfection in man’s original nature. 
It will be helpful to read the verses in 
the third chapter of Genesis that pre- 
cede those chosen for our topic. Let 
us not think of the “serpent” mentioned 
in these verses as the snake that we 
know today. All that is repulsive and 
evil in the snake that we know is the 
result of the curse pronounced in verse 
14. There is good reason to believe that 
originally the serpent was a beautiful 
nd attractive creature which was used 
God’s 
Word identifies the one who so used the 


\” “ ‘serPent as Satan, who is described in 


“that old serpent, 
%alled the Devil, and Satan, which de- 
ceiveth the whole world.” 
e 

Neither let us suppose that the re- 
sponsibility for yielding to the tempta- 
tion presented by Satan was principally 
the woman’s, Adam and Eve were equally 
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there is no reason to suppose that had 
the temptation first been presented to 
Adam he would have resisted it, nor is 
there any ground to believe that had 
both Adam and Eve withstood the temp- 
tation some later member of the human 
race would not have succumbed to it. 


8 


While the temptation was presented 
in the form of a suggestion to eat of 
the fruit of the one tree that God had 
forbidden to Adam and Eve, let us look 
beyond the mere suggestion to eat the 
forbidden fruit to the basic principles 
involved in the act. They all have to 
do with the relationship between a holy 
and righteous Creator and His creatures. 


se 


The serpent first cast doubt upon the 
word of God. Adam and Eve both 
knew God’s commandment concerning 
the trees of the garden (Gen. 2:16, 17). 
Yet the serpent said to Eve, “Yea, hath 
God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree 
of the garden?” (Gen. 3:1.) Then the 
serpent denied God’s word by telling 
the woman, “Ye shall not surely die” 
(Gen. 3:4). Thus he sought to lead the 
woman into disbelief in God’s word. 

Satan works along exactly the same 
lines today when he tempts us, lead- 
ing us first to doubt. God’s Word, then 
to deny it, and finally to disobey it. 

Notice that his method seeks first to 
have man doubt God’s veracity, then to 
doubt God’s love and care, and finally 
to doubt God’s holiness. God had pro- 
vided for man’s every need. His pro- 
hibition against the one tree was clear 
and specific, and it was intended for 
man’s good. The tempter sought to 
have Eve believe that God had with- 
held something that was desirable and 
beneficial. Do you suppose that young 
people today ever get the idea that God 
is denying them the best things in life 
when He seeks to guide them. away 
from those things that He knows will 
ultimately harm them and make them 
unhappy? 

° se 

It will be helpful also to notice the 
paralle between this temptation of Eve 
and the temptation of the Lord Jesus 
recorded in Matthew’s and Luke’s Gos- 
pels. Satan appedled to three basic de- 
sires in human nature: (1) the desire 
to satisfy appetite; (2) the desire to 
possess that which is pleasing to the 
eye; (3) the desire to do things. All of 
these desires are good in themselves. 
Satan’s appeal always is to satisfy them 
contrary to God’s will and God’s plan. 
The Lord Jesus was tempted in His hu- 
man nature along these three same lines, 
Eve dallied with the temptation and 
eventually. yielded to it.. The Lord Jesus 
met the tempter’s suggestion with the 
Word of God and we may do the same, 
relying for strength upon the One who 
“hath suffered being tempted,” and who 
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“is able to succour them that. are 
tempted” (Heb. 2:18). 


PHILADELPHIA, 
we 


For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issu by the Intefnational 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


February 10 to 16 


Mon., Feb. 10.—Luke 4:38-44. 
Jesus Both Healed and Preached. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He arose out of 
the synagogue, and entered into Simon’s 
house. And Simon’s wife’s mother was 
taken with a great fever. ... And he 
stood over her, and rebuked the fever; 
and it left her.” Our Lord revealed 
His*deity by both works of power and 
words of eternal life. His miracles of 
healing, however, were incidental. Al- 
though He healed the frail bodies of 
people, He had in mind the greater 
needs of the dying souls in those frail 
bodies. Do all you can for the physical 
bodies and needs of people, but be sure 
that your major concern is for their 
souls. Remember that the soul lives on 
after the body decays. Pray for all 
medical missionaries, 
Tues., Feb. 11.—Luke 5:1-11. 
Catching Men. 

PraYER Succestions: “Fear not; from 
henceforth thou shalt catch men.” The 
Gospel is the best bait for catching the 
souls of men for the Kingdom of God. 
No one yet has succteded in winning 
souls wihout the Gospel of the grace of 
God. Souls, like fish, must be hungry 
before they take bait; and the Christ 
of the Gospel is the only “food” that 
will satisfy the longing soul. But be 
sure that you use the real Gospel, and 
not a gospel of man’s devising. Pray 
that God will use you to win souls for 
His everlasting Kingdom, 


Wed., Feb. 12.—Matt. 10:1-8. 

, Instructions for Disciples. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Behold, I send 
you forth” (v. 16). Christian missions 
began with this divine commission. It 
was broadened, just before Christ’s as- 
cension to Heaven, to embrace “every” 
creature.” The precise instructions to 
the disciples also give to all missionaries 
an outline of Gospel precepts and prac- 
tices for world evangelism. The work 
must not be done according to whim 
or personal preference but under the 
very counsel and direction of the Lord. 
The more apostolic your life and labors 
are, the more certain will be your suc- 
cess in the service of your Lord. Pray 
that you may be kept in the will of God 
in all you say and think and do, 


Thurs., Feb. 13.—Rom. 10:13-17. 
The Necessity for Preaching. 


PraYER SuGGESTIONS: “How shall they 
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hear without a preacher? And how shall 
they preach, except they be sent?” 
Preaching is the only means of getting 
people to hear what God wants them to 
hear for their salvation. He has or- 
dained that-it shall be by the preaching 
of the Gospel that people shall be saved. 
Preaching is of far higher importance 
than any other ministerial duty. But 
let the preacher take heed that he 
preach what God tells him to. Pray 
that ministers may so practice and 
preach that they may have the attend- 
ant ministry of the Spirit of God. 


* Fri., Feb. 14.—1 Cor. 1:18-31. 


The Message of the Cross. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “For the preach- 
ing of the cross is to them that perish 
foolishness; but unto us which are saved 
it is the power of God.” Only one whose 
eyes the Lord has opened that he might 
see Christ hanging on the cross for his 
own sins can know its message for sin- 
ners like himself. The death of Christ 
on the cross, making Him our substitute 
and our vicarious, atoning Saviour, con- 


. stitutes the most amazing manifestation 


of God’s love that can ever be known 
in time or eternity. Only those whose 
chief glory is in the cross of the Lord 
Jesus Christ can be used to win sinners 
to Christ. Pray that you might have a 
Galatians 2:20 appreciation of Christ’s 
death. 


Sat., Feb. 15.—Eph. 3:1-6. 
Preaching to the Gentiles. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Unto me, who 
am less than the least of all saints, is 
this grace given, that I should preach 
among the Gentiles the unsearchable 
riches of Christ.” Upon Israel’s cruci- 
fixion of their Messiah and their rejec- 
tion of His Gospel, God turned to the 
nations. All but Jews are Gentiles. 
Running out rapidly now is the period 
of Gentile evangelism, for God is turn- 
ing His favors back toward His Chosen 
People. Let all who know the redemp- 
tion that is in Christ Jesus hasten the 
ministry of reconciliation everywhere, 
Pray for more zeal for world evangelism. 


Sun., Feb. 16.—Mark 1:21-28. 
An Astonishing Preacher. 
PRAYER SvuGGEsTIONS: “They were 
astonished at his doctrine: for he 
taught . . . as one that had author- 
ity, and not as the scribes.” Eight- 
een times in the Gospels we find-the 
word “astonished” in connection with 
the preaching and words of Christ. 
No man ever spoke like Christ dig 
And of course we khow why. God 
Himself incarnate in Christ—‘“the 
wonder” of all ages, in whom are hid 
all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge—who teacheth like Him? 
Pray that you may realize what 
Peter realized when he said to Christ, 
“Lord, to whom shall we go? thou 
hast the words of eternal life” (John 
6:68). 
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